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COMMUNION STATEMENT ~ The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and 
glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very 
body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and 
with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside 
any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He 
comes. Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm 
and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not 
yet instructed, in doubt or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The              
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with 
the pastor or an Elder. For further study, see Matt. 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; 1 Cor. 11:17–34. 
 
PRELUDE: “Holy Spirit, Light Divine” Healey Willan 

(Text for meditation: See the Opening Hymn) 
 
OPENING HYMN: “Holy Spirit, Light Divine” # 496 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination. 
 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We just-
ly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of 
Your holy name. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 
INTROIT (Antiphon, Ps. 17:6, 8; Ps. 17:1, 15) 

I call upon you, for you will answer | me, O God;* 
    incline your ear to me; | hear my words. 
Keep me as the apple | of your eye;* 
    hide me in the shadow | of your wings. 
Hear a just cause, O LORD; attend | to my cry!* 
    Give ear to my prayer from lips free | of deceit! 
As for me, I shall behold your face in | righteousness;* 
    when I awake, I shall be satisfied with your | likeness. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
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    and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
    is now, and will be forever. | Amen.  
I call upon you, for you will answer | me, O God;* 
    incline your ear to me; | hear my words. 
Keep me as the apple | of your eye;* 
    hide me in the shadow | of your wings. 

 
KYRIE # 944 

 

 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 
P Let us pray. 
 O God, the protector of all who trust in You, have mercy on us that with You 

as our ruler and guide we may so pass through things temporal that we lose 
not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
     

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Isaiah 45:1-7 
 Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have 
grasped, to subdue nations before him and to loose the belts of kings, to open 
doors before him that gates may not be closed: “I will go before you and level 
the exalted places, I will break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut through the 
bars of iron, I will give you the treasures of darkness and the hoards in secret 
places, that you may know that it is I, the LORD, the God of Israel, who call you 
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by your name. For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I call 
you by your name, I name you, though you do not know me. I am the LORD, 
and there is no other, besides me there is no God; I equip you, though you do 
not know me, that people may know, from the rising of the sun and from the 
west, that there is none besides me; I am the LORD, and there is no other. I form 
light and create darkness, I make well-being and create calamity, I am the 
LORD, who does all these things.” 
 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
GRADUAL Psalm 96 

Oh sing to the LORD a | new song;* 
    sing to the LORD, | all the earth! 
Sing to the LORD, | bless his name;* 
    tell of his salvation from | day to day. 
Declare his glory among the | nations,* 
    his marvelous works among all the | peoples! 
For great is the LORD, and greatly | to be praised;* 
    he is to be feared a- | bove all gods. 
For all the gods of the peoples are worthless | idols,* 
    but the LORD made the | heavens. 
Splendor and majesty are be- | fore him;* 
    strength and beauty are in his sanctu- | ary. 
Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the | peoples,* 
    ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength! 
Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due his name;* 
    bring an offering, and come in- | to his courts! 
Worship the LORD in the splendor of | holiness;* 
    tremble before him, | all the earth! 
Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns! Yes, the world is established; it 
shall nev- | er be moved;* 
    he will judge the peoples with | equity.” 
Let the heavens be glad, and let the | earth rejoice;* 
    let the sea roar, and all that | fills it; 
let the field exult, and every- | thing in it! 
    Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy be- | fore the LORD, 
for he comes, for he comes to | judge the earth.* 
    He will judge the world in righteousness, and the peoples in his | faithfulness. 
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EPISTLE 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 
 Grace to you and peace. 
 We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in 
our prayers, remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and la-
bor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we know, 
brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, because our gospel came to you 
not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full convic-
tion. You know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake. And 
you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the word in much 
affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all 
the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. For not only has the word of the Lord 
sounded forth from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in God has 
gone forth everywhere, so that we need not say anything. For they themselves 
report concerning us the kind of reception we had among you, and how you 
turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, and to wait for his Son 
from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the 
wrath to come. 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 22:15-21 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 22nd chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
 Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle [Jesus] in his talk. And 
they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we 
know that you are true and teach the way of God truthfully, and you do not care 
about anyone’s opinion, for you are not swayed by appearances. Tell us, then, 
what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” But Jesus, aware of 
their malice, said, “Why put me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin 
for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. And Jesus said to them, “Whose 
likeness and inscription is this?” They said, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, 
“Therefore render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things 
that are God’s.” When they heard it, they marveled. And they left him and went 
away. 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: “How Lovely Shines the Morning Star”  
 1.  How lovely shines the Morning Star! 
      The nations see and hail afar 
     The light in Judah shining. 
  Thou David's Son, of Jacob's race, 
      My Bridegroom and my King of Grace, 
      For Thee my heart is pining. 
  Lowly, Holy, 
  Great and glorious, Thou victorious 
      Prince of graces, 
  Filling all the heavenly places. 
 
 2.  O highest joy by mortals won, 
      True Son of God and Mary's Son, 
      Thou high-born King of ages! 
  Thou art my heart's most beauteous Flow’r, 
      And Thy blest Gospel's saving power 
      My raptured soul engages. 
  Thou mine, I Thine; 
  Sing hosanna! Heavenly manna 
      Tasting, eating, 
  Whilst Thy love in songs repeating. 
 
 3.  Now richly to my waiting heart, 
      O Thou, my God, deign to impart 
      The grace of love undying. 
  In Thy blest body let me be, 
      E'en as the branch is in the tree, 
      Thy life my life supplying. 
  Sighing, Crying. 
  For the savor Of Thy favor; 
      Resting never, 
  Till I rest in Thee forever. 
   
 4.  A pledge of peace from God I see 
      When Thy pure eyes are turned to me 
      To show me Thy good pleasure. 
  Jesus, Thy Spirit and Thy Word, 
      Thy body and Thy blood, afford 
      My soul its dearest treasure. 
  Keep me Kindly 
  In Thy favor, O my Savior! 
      Thou wilt cheer me; 
  Thy Word calls me to draw near Thee. 
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 5.  Thou, mighty Father, in Thy Son 
      Didst love me ere Thou hadst begun 
      This ancient world's foundation. 
  Thy Son hath made a friend of me, 
      And when in spirit Him I see, 
      I joy in tribulation. 
  What bliss Is this! 
  He that liveth To me giveth 
      Life forever; 
  Nothing me from Him can sever. 
 
 6.  Lift up the voice and strike the string. 
      Let all glad sounds of music ring 
      In God's high praises blended. 
  Christ will be with me all the way, 
      Today, tomorrow, every day, 
      Till trav’ling days be ended. 
  Sing out, Ring out 
  Triumph glorious, O victorious, 
      Chosen nation; 
  Praise the God of your salvation. 
 
 7.  Oh, joy to know that Thou, my Friend, 
      Art Lord, Beginning without end, 
      The First and Last, Eternal! 
  And Thou at length--O glorious grace!-- 
      Wilt take me to that holy place, 
      The home of joys supernal. 
  Amen, Amen! 
  Come and meet me! Quickly greet me! 
      With deep yearning 
  Lord, I look for Thy returning. 
 

SERMON 
 
Stand 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

PREFACE AND SANCTUS 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
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P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is meet and right so to do. 
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary...evermore praising you and saying: 

 

 

 

 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 
whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our 
sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accom-
plished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the 
cross.   

  Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 
forgive, renew,  and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faith-
fully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testa-
ment.  Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate 
with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has 
no end.  Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You 
alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER  
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and   ever. 
Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

 
AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 
 
Sit 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
 
Stand 
 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A Let us pray. 
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A We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 
 
SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 
A Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
BENEDICTION 
     P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

   The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
   The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
C Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN: “Lord, ’Tis Not That I Did Choose Thee” # 574 
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POSTLUDE: “How Lovely Shines the Morning Star” NielsWilhelm Gade 
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