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14 October 2020
PRELUDE: “I Leave All Things to God’s Direction”
Johann Walther
(Text for meditation: See the Hymn of the Day)
OPENING HYMN: “Rejoice, My Heart, Be Glad and Sing”
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His wisdom never plans in vain
Nor falters nor mistakes.
All that His counsels may ordain
A blessèd ending makes.
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Upon your lips, then, lay your hand,
And trust His guiding love;
Then like a rock your peace shall stand
Here and in heav’n above.

Stand

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
L If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination.
L Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of
Your holy name. Amen.
L In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for
His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ
He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the
Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to
completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
C Amen.
2

Stand

SERVICE OF THE WORD
INTROIT
(Antiphon, Ps. 130:3-4; Ps. 130:1-2, 5-6)
If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand?
But with you there is forgiveness, that you may be feared.
Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD! O Lord, hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my pleas for mercy!
I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I hope; my soul waits
for the Lord.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand?
But with you there is forgiveness, that you may be feared.
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COLLECT OF THE DAY
L Let us pray.
Almighty God, You invite us to trust in You for our salvation. Deal with us not
in the severity of Your judgment but by the greatness of Your mercy; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Sit
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OLD TESTAMENT LESSON
Isaiah 25:6-9
On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich
food, a feast of well-aged wine, of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well
refined. And he will swallow up on this mountain the covering that is cast over
all peoples, the veil that is spread over all nations. He will swallow up death
forever; and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces, and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. It will be said on that day, “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for
him, that he might save us. This is the LORD; we have waited for him; let us be
glad and rejoice in his salvation.”
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
GRADUAL
Psalm 23
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside still waters.
He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear
no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my
head with oil; my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I
shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever.
EPISTLE
Philippians 4:4-13
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just,
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any
excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. What
you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice these things,
and the God of peace will be with you.
I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you had no opportunity.
Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. I know how to be brought low, and I know how to
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abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty
and hunger, abundance and need. I can do all things through him who strengthens me.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand
HOLY GOSPEL
Matthew 22:1-14
L The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 22nd chapter.
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord.
Again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may
be compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son, and sent his servants to call those who were invited to the wedding feast, but they would not
come. Again he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, See, I
have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and
everything is ready. Come to the wedding feast.’ But they paid no attention and
went off, one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his servants, treated them shamefully, and killed them. The king was angry, and he sent
his troops and destroyed those murderers and burned their city. Then he said to
his servants, ‘The wedding feast is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go
therefore to the main roads and invite to the wedding feast as many as you find.’
And those servants went out into the roads and gathered all whom they found,
both bad and good. So the wedding hall was filled with guests.
“But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who had
no wedding garment. And he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In that
place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ For many are called, but few
are chosen.”
L This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ.
Sit
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HYMN OF THE DAY: “I Leave All Things to God’s Direction”
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SERMON
Stand
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
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BENEDICAMUS AND BLESSING
L Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
L The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless us
and keep us.
C Amen.
CLOSING HYMN: “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”
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POSTLUDE: “I Leave All Things to God’s Direction”
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