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PRELUDE: “Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense” Johann Walther 

(Text for meditation: See the Hymn of the Day) 
 
OPENING HYMN: “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” # 575 
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Stand 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination. 
 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We just-
ly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of 
Your holy name. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 
INTROIT (Antiphon, Ps. 88:2; Ps. 88:1, 13-14) 

Let my prayer come be- | fore you;* 
    incline your ear to my | cry, O Lord. 
O LORD, God of my sal- | vation;* 
    I cry out day and | night to you. 
But I, O LORD, | cry to you;* 
    in the morning my prayer comes be- | fore you. 
O LORD, why do you cast my | soul away?* 
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    Why do you hide your | face from me? 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
    and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
    is now, and will be forever. | Amen.  
Let my prayer come be- | fore you;* 
    incline your ear to my | cry, O Lord. 

 
KYRIE # 944 

 

 
 
SALUTATION AND COLLECT 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 
P Let us pray. 
 Lord God, heavenly Father, send forth Your Son to lead home His bride, the 

Church, that with all the company of the redeemed we may finally enter into 
His eternal wedding feast; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
     

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Amos 5:18-24 
 Woe to you who desire the day of the LORD! Why would you have the day of 
the LORD? It is darkness, and not light, as if a man fled from a lion, and a bear 
met him, or went into the house and leaned his hand against the wall, and a ser-
pent bit him. Is not the day of the LORD darkness, and not light, and gloom with 
no brightness in it? 
 “I hate, I despise your feasts, and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 
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Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not 
accept them; and the peace offerings of your fattened animals, I will not look 
upon them. Take away from me the noise of your songs; to the melody of your 
harps I will not listen. But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness 
like an ever-flowing stream.” 
 

 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
GRADUAL Psalm 63 

O God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you; my soul | thirsts for you;* 
    my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land where there is no | water. 
So I have looked upon you in the sanctu- | ary,* 
    beholding your power and | glory. 
Because your steadfast love is bet- | ter than life,* 
    my lips will | praise you. 
So I will bless you as long | as I live;* 
    in your name I will lift | up my hands. 
My soul will be satisfied as with fat and | rich food,* 
    and my mouth will praise you with | joyful lips, 
when I remember you up- | on my bed,* 
    and meditate on you in the watches | of the night; 
for you have | been my help,* 
    and in the shadow of your wings I will | sing for joy. 
My soul | clings to you;* 
    your right hand up- | holds me. 
But those who seek to de- | stroy my life* 
    shall go down into the depths | of the earth; 
they shall be given over to the power | of the sword;* 
    they shall be a portion for | jackals. 
But the king shall re- | joice in God;* 
    all who swear by him shall exult, for the mouths of liars | will be stopped. 
 

EPISTLE 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are 
asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring 
with him those who have fallen asleep. For this we declare to you by a word 
from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, 
will not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will de-
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scend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and 
with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then 
we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 
Therefore encourage one another with these words. 
 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 25:1-13 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 25th chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
 
 [Jesus said:] “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took 
their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and 
five were wise. For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with 
them, but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was de-
layed, they all became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Here 
is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all those virgins rose and 
trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, 
for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not 
be enough for us and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ 
And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were 
ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut. Afterward 
the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he answered, 
‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.’ Watch therefore, for you know neither 
the day nor the hour.”  
 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: “Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense” # 741 

 

 

 

 
 

 5 Glorified, I shall anew 
      With this flesh then be enshrouded; 
  In this body I shall view 
      God, my Lord, with eyes unclouded; 
  In this flesh I then shall see 
  Jesus Christ eternally. 
 
 6 Then take comfort and rejoice, 
      For His members Christ will cherish. 
  Fear not, they will hear His voice; 
      Dying, they will never perish; 
  For the very grave is stirred 
  When the trumpet’s blast is heard. 
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 7 Laugh to scorn the gloomy grave 
      And at death no longer tremble; 
  He, the Lord, who came to save 
      Will at last His own assemble. 
  They will go their Lord to meet, 
  Treading death beneath their feet. 
 
 8 O, then, draw away your hearts 
      From all pleasures base and hollow; 
  Strive to share what He imparts 
      While you here His footsteps follow. 
  As you now still wait to rise, 
  Fix your hearts beyond the skies! 
 

SERMON 
 
Stand 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who              
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and   
ever. Amen. 

 
SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
A Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
BENEDICTION 
     P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

   The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
   The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
C Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN: “When Peace, like a River” # 763 

 

 

 

 
 

POSTLUDE 
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