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PRELUDE: “How Can I Thank You, Lord”           Johann Walther 
(Text for meditation: See the Hymn of the Day) 

  
OPENING HYMN: “Lord, Open Now My Heart to Hear”         # 908 

 

 

 
 

Stand 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 
grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

    Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal 
and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely 
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake 
of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Je-
sus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
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P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
  

INTROIT      (Antiphon, Daniel 3a:8, 6-7, 20, 19; Ps. 119:1-2, 22) 
All that you have brought upon us, O Lord, you have done in true | judgment,* 
    for we have sinned in all things and have not obeyed your com- |  
    mandments; 
but give glory to your | name, O Lord,* 
    and deal with us in your abundant | mercy. 
Blessed are those whose way is | blameless,* 
    who walk in the law | of the LORD! 
Blessed are those who keep his testi- | monies,* 
    who seek him with their | whole heart. 
Take away from me scorn | and contempt,* 
    for I have kept your testi- | monies. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
    and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
    is now, and will be forever. | Amen.  
All that you have brought upon us, O Lord, you have done in true | judgment,* 
    for we have sinned in all things and have not obeyed your com- |  
    mandments; 
but give glory to your | name, O Lord,* 
    and deal with us in your abundant | mercy. 

 

KYRIE  

 

 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
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COLLECT OF THE DAY  
P The Lord be with you. 

 
P Let us pray. 
P Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the place of all honor and authority. 

Enlighten our minds by Your Holy Spirit that, confessing Jesus as Lord, we 
may be led into all truth; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Sit 

 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON     Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
 The word of the LORD came to me: “What do you mean by repeating this 
proverb concerning the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and 
the children’s teeth are set on edge’? As I live, declares the Lord GOD, this 
proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. Behold, all souls are mine; the 
soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is mine: the soul who sins shall 
die. 
 “Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear now, O house of Israel: 
Is my way not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? When a righteous     
person turns away from his righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it; 
for the injustice that he has done he shall die. Again, when a wicked person 
turns away from the wickedness he has committed and does what is just and 
right, he shall save his life. Because he considered and turned away from all the 
transgressions that he had committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die. Yet 
the house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ O house of Israel, are 
my ways not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? 
 “Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his 
ways, declares the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions, lest 
iniquity be your ruin. Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have 
committed, and make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you 
die, O house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares 
the Lord GOD; so turn, and live.” 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
GRADUAL Psalm 25 

To you, | O LORD,* 
    I lift | up my soul. 
O my God, in you I trust; let me not be | put to shame;* 
    let not my enemies exult | over me. 
Indeed, none who wait for you shall be | put to shame;* 
    they shall be ashamed who are wantonly | treacherous. 
Make me to know your ways, | O LORD;* 
    teach me | your paths. 
Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my sal- | va-
tion;* 
    for you I wait all the | day long. 
Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your | steadfast love,* 
    for they have been | from of old. 
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Remember not the sins of my youth or my trans- | gressions;* 
    according to your steadfast love remember me, for the sake of your good- 
    ness, | O LORD! 
Good and upright | is the LORD;* 
    therefore he instructs sinners | in the way. 
He leads the humble in | what is right,* 
    and teaches the humble | his way. 
All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and | faithfulness,* 
    for those who keep his covenant and his testi- | monies. 
For your name’s sake, | O LORD,* 
    pardon my guilt, for | it is great. 
Who is the man who fears the LORD? 
    Him will he instruct in the way that he should choose. 
His soul shall abide in well- |being,* 
    and his offspring shall inher- | it the land. 
The friendship of the LORD is for those who | fear him,* 
    and he makes known to them his | covenant. 
My eyes are ever | toward the LORD,* 
    for he will pluck my feet out | of the net. 
Turn to me and be gra- | cious to me,* 
    for I am lonely and af- | flicted. 
The troubles of my heart | are enlarged;* 
    bring me out of my dis- | tresses. 
Consider my affliction and my | trouble,* 
    and forgive | all my sins. 
Consider how many | are my foes,* 
    and with what violent hatred they | hate me. 
Oh, guard my soul, and de- | liver me!* 
    Let me not be put to shame, for I take ref- | uge in you. 
May integrity and uprightness pre- | serve me,* 
    for I | wait for you. 
Redeem Israel, | O God,* 
    out of all his | troubles. 
 

EPISTLE           Philippians 2:1-18 
 So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any        
participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, complete my joy by being 
of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 
Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more significant 
than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to 
the interests of others. Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in 
Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with 
God a thing to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the form of a                 
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servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he 
humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a 
cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that 
is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my 
presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear 
and trembling, for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his 
good pleasure. 
 Do all things without grumbling or questioning, that you may be blameless 
and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and 
twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, holding fast to 
the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud that I did not run in 
vain or labor in vain. Even if I am to be poured out as a drink offering upon the 
sacrificial offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. Likewise 
you also should be glad and rejoice with me. 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 
 

ALLELUIA 

 

My sheep hear my voice, says the Lord. I know them, and they follow me. 

 
 
HOLY GOSPEL         Matthew 21:23-32 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 21st chapter. 

 
  When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 
came up to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these 
things, and who gave you this authority?” Jesus answered them, “I also will ask you 
one question, and if you tell me the answer, then I also will tell you by what authority 
I do these things. The baptism of John, from where did it come? From heaven or from 
man?” And they discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ 
he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘From man,’ we 
are afraid of the crowd, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” So they answered 
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Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what              
authority I do these things. 
 “What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and said, ‘Son, 
go and work in the vineyard today.’ And he answered, ‘I will not,’ but afterward he 
changed his mind and went. And he went to the other son and said the same. And he 
answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” 
They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, the tax collectors and 
the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before you. For John came to you in the 
way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the   
prostitutes believed him. And even when you saw it, you did not afterward change 
your minds and believe him.” 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was   crucified, 
died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from 
the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T ever-
lasting. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: “How Can I Thank Thee, Lord”  

1.  How can I thank Thee, Lord, 
 For all Thy loving-kindness, 
 That Thou hast patiently 
 Borne with me in my blindness? 
 When dead in many sins 
 And trespasses I lay, 
 I kindled, holy God, 
 Thine anger every day. 
 

2. Lord, Thou hast shown to me 
 Divine commiseration; 
 I persevered in sin, 
 But Thou in great compassion; 
 I did resist Thee, Lord, 
 Deferring to repent; 
 Thou didst defer Thy wrath 
 And instant punishment. 
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3. It is Thy work alone 
 That I am now converted; 
 O'er Satan's work in me 
 Thou hast Thy power asserted. 
 Thy mercy and Thy grace 
 That rise afresh each morn 
 Have turned my stony heart 
 Into a heart new-born. 
 
4.  I could but grieve Thee, Lord, 
 And with my sins displease Thee; 
 Yet to atone for sin 
 My works could not appease Thee. 
 Though I could fall from grace 
 And choose the way of sin, 
 I had no strength to rise, 
 A new life to begin. 
 
 

 
 
 

SERMON 
 
 

5.  But Thou hast raised me up 
 To joy and exultation 
 And clearly shown the way 
 That leads me to salvation. 
 My sins are washed away, 
 For this I thank thee, Lord; 
 And with my heart and soul 
 All dead works are abhorred. 
 
6.  Grant that Thy Spirit's help 
 To me be always given 
 Lest I should fall again 
 And lose the way to heaven; 
 That He may give me strength 
 In mine infirmity 
 And e'er renew my heart 
 To serve Thee willingly. 
 
7.  Oh, guide and lead me, Lord, 
 While here below I wander 
 That I may follow Thee 
 Till I shall see Thee yonder. 
 For if I led myself, 
 I soon would go astray; 
 But if Thou leadest me, 
 I keep the narrow way. 
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8.  O Father, God of Love, 
 Hear Thou my supplication; 
 O Savior, Son of God, 
 Grant me Thy full salvation; 
 And Thou, O Holy Ghost, 
 Be Thou my faithful Guide 
 That I may serve Thee here 
 And there with Thee abide. 

 
Stand 
 
OFFERTORY  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 

SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS 
P The Lord be with you. 
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A Let us bless the Lord. 

 
 

BENEDICTION 
     P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
  The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

 
 

CLOSING HYMN: “Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus” # 531 
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POSTLUDE: “Lord, Open Now My Heart to Hear” Dietrich Buxtehude 
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In Our prayers 

Daily Readings: Page 299 to 304 in LSB 

September 27• Malachi 3:6-4:6: Matthew 4:12-25 

September 28• Deuteronomy 1:1-18; Matthew 5:1-20 

September 29• Deuteronomy 1:19-36; Matthew 5:21-48 

September 30• Deuteronomy 1:37-2:15; Matthew 6:1-15 

October 1• Deuteronomy 2:16-37; Matthew 6:16-34 

October 2• Deuteronomy 3:1-29; Matthew 7:1-12 

October 3• Deuteronomy 4:1-20; Matthew 7:13-29 

October 4• Deuteronomy 4:21-40; Matthew 8:1-17 

October 5• Deuteronomy 5:1-21; Matthew 8:18-34 

October 6• Deuteronomy 5:22-6:9; Matthew 9:1-17 

October 7• Deuteronomy 6:10-25; Matthew 9:18-38 

October 8• Deuteronomy 7:1-19; Matthew 10:1-23 

October 9• Deuteronomy 8:1-20; Matthew 10:24-42 

October 10• Deuteronomy 9;1-22; Matthew 11:1-19 

 
Nena Koboldt: Will have to have surgery in her eyes again. 
Judy Noble: Will be undergoing extensive brain surgery October 14. 
Lacy Urban: Recovering from surgery. 
Charlotte Boydston: Recovering from surgery. 
Peter O’Loughlin: As he grows there is increased strain on his spinal cord caus-
ing his pain to increase. Prayers for the cysts in his spinal cord to go away. 
Family of Analee Brailas: (Friend of the Barbre’s) Analee’s mother passed away. 
Relief of Northwest U.S.: Due to the devastating fires. 
Patrick Halstead: (Friend of Karen Karner’s sister) A paramedic in Oregon who 
was severely injured while on the job. He is now home on rehabilitation and has a 
long road ahead with therapy due to his injuries. Prayers for his wife and children 
as well. 
Daniel Welch: In hospital with COVID-19 complications. 
Steve Reynold’s family: His mother went to be with the Lord. 



 

 

Announcements 

 

St. John’s  
Heat & Air Fund 

Several of our old heat and air units here at 
the church really need to be replaced as 
soon as possible, in order to do that $61,300 
will need to be collected and put  into the 

heat and air Fund.             
Considering we have 
about 125 active             
members, that would 
average to about $500 
per person.  
 
If you would like to            
donate please mark            
envelopes: 
 

 “St. John’s  
heat & air fund” 

 
Some updates on our 
funds, we currently 

have $27,376.94. 
 

 Please and Thank you! 
 

~Ricco 
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INASMUCH PORJECT 

Music Wall  
 

We have the fence. We have the pal-
lets. We have the space and a design. 
Three members have volunteered to 
build the wall. All that is needed are 
a few more items to hang on the 
wall so that St. John’s children can 
Make a Joyful Noise to the Lord! 
Have you any of the following 
items? Bring them to the narthex by 
the end of September. Thank you for 
your support of LWML Inasmuch 
projects.  
• wooden spoons,  
• metal spoons,  
• pots and pans,  
• cheese graters,  
• empty soup cans and tuna cans,  
• metal popcorn and cookie tins,  
• washboards,  
• old music instruments: 
(tambourine, xylophone, chimes, 
different sized bells, cow bells, 
maracas, cymbals, triangles),  
• plastic buckets,  
• rain sticks,  
• drum sticks,  
• metal trash can lids 



 

 

Updates from LWML 
 

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Grant #14 

 Hope and Healing Hub of Downtown Lincoln  

LCMS Nebraska District — $50,000 

The ministry of the University Lutheran Chapel addresses 

the very real problem of young adults being susceptible to 

depression leading to suicide, making it the second most 

common cause of death among college students. The 

chapel renovation has been designed to include a             

dedicated space for Christian counseling services to              

provide guidance and hope. LWML Grant #14 for the 

2019-2021 biennium is Hope and Healing Hub of             

Downtown Lincoln. This grant will help with the                  

renovation of the University Lutheran Chapel, where           

anyone can go to be loved, to be healed with the help of 

Christian counselors, and to receive hope through Word 

and Sacrament. For more information, go to: 

 www.lwml.org/2019-2021-mission-grant-14. 

 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!! 
LWML to hold first meeting of the season 

All women of the congregation are invited 
 to our first meeting since March on Tuesday, October 6 
 

Refreshments served at 6:30 pm.  

Devotions and business to begin promptly at 7 pm.  
 

Bring your Bible, your Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly,  

and your mask for some time in the Word  

and time with each other.  
 

Social distancing will be practiced. 

See you then.  



 

 

  

Sunday School Sundays, 9:15am School 

Youth Group Sundays, 9:15am Luther’s Lounge 

Handbell Choir CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE Sanctuary 

Choir Mondays, 06:45pm Choir Loft 

Tuesday Night Bible Class Tuesdays, 6:00pm Blanchard Hall 

Senior Saints CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE Blanchard Hall 

LWML CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE Blanchard Hall 

Mission Board CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE Library 

Quilters Wednesdays, 9:00am-11:00am Blanchard Hall 

Wednesday Bible Study Wednesdays, 11:00am Sanctuary 

Men’s Bible Study The 3rd Saturday of the month, 8:00am Blanchard Hall 

If you’re interested or would like to learn more please            

refer to the bulletin board in the west hallway! 

Happy Birthday! 

 

Happy Anniversary! 

 

September 27th 
Frank & Donna Fichtl 

October 4th 
Rick & Mari Harpham 

September 27th: Faith Benter, Ricco Picione 
September 28th: Beverly Eskew 
October 1st: Kathleen Peck, Karl Gray, Keah Payne 
October 2nd: Fred Thomsen, Hunter Stone 
October 4th: Preston Tollers, Marilyn Groh 
 

Get to know your church family 
Get Involved, Make a Difference.  



 

 

 

 

 

  

St. John’s Lutheran Church 

For the Week of September 27th, 2020 - October 4th, 2020 

 

Wednesday 

September 30th 

Quilting 

09:00am, Blanchard Hall 

Bible Study 

11:00am, Sanctuary 

Confirmation Class 

04:30pm, Blanchard Hall 

Worship Service 

06:30pm, Sanctuary 

 
Tuesday 

September 29th 

Tuesday Night Bible Study 

06:00pm, Library 

 

Sunday 

October 4th 

Worship Service: Communion 

08:00am, Sanctuary 

Bible Study 

9:15am, Blanchard Hall 

Sunday School 

09:15am, School Building 

Worship Service 

10:30am, Sanctuary 

 

Monday 

September 28th 

Choir Rehearsal 

06:45pm, Choir Loft 

 

M. Tolman, S. Frazier, C. Corey, 

L. Urish, J. Olson, S. Christopher, 

C. Karner 

J. O’Laughlin, R. Barker, B. Baird, 

R. Brensdal, S. Reynolds, K.            

Wilson, R. Malson 

R. Picione, P. Shurow, G. Hinrichs, 

L. Grummer, T. Kuter 

3rd Sunday of the Month  

2nd Sunday of the Month 

1st Sunday of the Month 

4th Sunday of the Month  

J. Groh, M. Mathews, C. Corey, S. 

Lake 

R. Harpham & F. Reichert 

Floaters 

 

Publishing Deadline 

 
Sunday Bulletin information 

&  Newsletter Articles 
due Wednesdays at Noon. 

 

Instead of just once a month,                    
you may now send articles any week 

you would like and they will  be                 
included in the Sunday bulletin. 

 
 

If possible please type and submit           
articles by email  to Lacy Urban at: 

Lacy@stjohnsmoore.life 
 

EMAILING ARTICLES HELPS TO               
ELIMINATE ERRORS. 

 

Thank You 

 

 

Sunday 

September 27th 

Worship Service 

08:00am, Sanctuary 

Bible Study 

9:15am, Blanchard Hall 

Sunday School 

09:15am, School Building 

Worship Service 

10:30am, Sanctuary 


