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And the child grew  

and became strong,  

filled with wisdom.  

And the favor of God  

was upon him. 

Luke 20:40 
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COMMUNION STATEMENT ~ The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and 
glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very 
body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and 
with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside 
any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He 
comes. Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm 
and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not 
yet instructed, in doubt or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The              
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with 
the pastor or an Elder. For further study, see Matt. 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; 1 Cor. 11:17–34. 
 
PRELUDE: “A Great and Mighty Wonder”           Charles W. Ore 

(Text for meditation: See the Opening Hymn) 
  

OPENING HYMN: “A Great and Mighty Wonder”  

 

 

 

 
 

Stand 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 
grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
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P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

    Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and           
eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 
them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
  

INTROIT       (Antiphon, Wis. 18:14-15; Ps. 93:1-2) 
While gentle silence enveloped all things, and night in its swift course was | 
now half gone,* 
    your all-powerful Word, O Lord, leaped from heaven, from the | royal  
    throne. 
The LORD reigns; he is robed in | majesty;* 
    the LORD is robed; he has put on strength | as his belt. 
Yes, the world is es- | tablished;* 
    it shall nev- | er be moved. 
Your throne is established | from of old;* 
    you are from ever- | lasting. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
    and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
    is now, and will be forever. | Amen.  
While gentle silence enveloped all things, and night in its swift course was | 
now half gone,* 
    your all-powerful Word, O Lord, leaped from heaven, from the | royal 
throne. 

 

KYRIE  
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY  
P The Lord be with you. 

 
P Let us pray. 
P Almighty and everlasting God, direct our actions according to Your good 

pleasure, that in the name of Your beloved Son we may abound in good 
works; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Sit 
 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                                                        1 Kings 3:4-15 
 The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place. 
Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. At Gibeon the 
LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I 
shall give you.” And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love 
to your servant David my father, because he walked before you in faithfulness, 
in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you. And you have kept for 
him this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne 
this day. And now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place 
of David my father, although I am but a little child. I do not know how to go 
out or come in. And your servant is in the midst of your people whom you have 
chosen, a great people, too many to be numbered or counted for multitude. 
Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, that 
I may discern between good and evil, for who is able to govern this your great 
people?” 
 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. And God said to him, 
“Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or  
riches or the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to 
discern what is right, behold, I now do according to your word. Behold, I give 
you a wise and discerning mind, so that none like you has been before you and 
none like you shall arise after you. I give you also what you have not asked, 
both riches and honor, so that no other king shall compare with you, all your 
days. And if you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my            
commandments, as your father David walked, then I will lengthen your days.” 
 And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. Then he came to              
Jerusalem and stood before the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and offered up 
burnt offerings and peace offerings, and made a feast for all his servants. 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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GRADUAL Psalm 147:12-20 
Praise the LORD, O Je- | rusalem!* 
    Praise your God, O | Zion! 
For he strengthens the bars | of your gates; 
    he blesses your children with- | in you. 
He makes peace in your | borders;* 
    he fills you with the finest | of the wheat. 
He sends out his command | to the earth;* 
    his word runs | swiftly. 
He gives | snow like wool;* 
    he scatters hoarfrost like | ashes. 
He hurls down his crystals of | ice like crumbs;* 
    who can stand be- | fore his cold? 
He sends out his word, and | melts them;* 
    he makes his wind blow and the | waters flow. 
He declares his word to | Jacob,* 
    his statutes and rules to | Israel. 
He has not dealt thus with any other | nation;* 
    they do not know his just decrees. | Praise the LORD! 
     

EPISTLE Ephesians 1:3-14 
 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in 
him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless           
before him. In love he predestined us for adoption through Jesus Christ, according 
to the purpose of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has 
blessed us in the Beloved. In him we have redemption through his blood, the           
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, which he                
lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight making known to us the mystery of his 
will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness 
of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 
 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to 
the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, so 
that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. In 
him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and 
believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the   guarantee 
of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 
 

ALLELUIA 

 
 My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD, and let all flesh bless his holy 

name forever and ever.  
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HOLY GOSPEL          Luke 2:40-52  
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2nd chapter. 

 
  And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of 
God was upon him. 
 Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. And 
when he was twelve years old, they went up according to custom. And when the 
feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. 
His parents did not know it, but supposing him to be in the group they went a day’s 
journey, but then they began to search for him among their relatives and              
acquaintances, and when they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem,              
searching for him. After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the 
teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. And all who heard him were 
amazed at his understanding and his answers. And when his parents saw him, they 
were astonished. And his mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so? 
Behold, your father and I have been searching for you in great distress.” And he 
said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in 
my Father’s house?” And they did not understand the saying that he spoke to them. 
And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them. 
And his mother treasured up all these things in her heart. 
 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man. 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

 
 

NICENE CREED 
 I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of 
all things visible and invisible. 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,             
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and 
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was 
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the 
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to 
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I 
look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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Sit 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
At this time, please give ushers your prayer request cards and fill out the Welcome 
Cards located in the back of each pew. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY: “All My Heart This Night Rejoices”   sts. 1-7 

All: 

 

 

 
 

All:  2  Forth today the Conqu’ror goeth, 
    Who the foe, Sin and woe, 
    Death and hell, o'erthroweth. 
    God is man, man to deliver; 
    His dear Son Now is one 
    With our blood forever. 
 
Men:  3 Shall we still dread God's displeasure, 
    Who, to save, Freely gave 
    His most cherished Treasure? 
    To redeem us, He hath given 
    His own Son From the throne 
    Of His might in heaven. 
 
Choir:  4  Should He who Himself imparted 
    Aught withhold From the fold, 
    Leave us broken-hearted? 
    Should the Son of God not love us, 
    Who, to cheer Suff’rers here, 
    Left His throne above us? 
 
All:  5 If our blessèd Lord and Maker 
    Hated men, Would He then 
    Be of flesh partaker? 
    If He in our woe delighted, 
    Would He bear All the care 
    Of our race benighted? 
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Women: 6 He becomes the Lamb that taketh 
    Sin away And for aye 
    Full atonement maketh. 
    For our life His own He tenders 
    And our race, By His grace, 
    Meet for glory renders. 
 

SERMON 
 

Stand 
 

VOTIVE 
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and 
minds in Christ Jesus. 
C Amen. 

 

OFFERTORY  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Sit 
 

OFFERING 
Choir: “Let Our Gladness Have No End” choral stanza by Kenneth T. Kosche 

 Let our gladness have no end, alleluia! 
 For to earth did Christ descend, alleluia! 
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ref On this day God gave us 
 Christ, His Son, to save us; 
 Christ, His Son, to save us. 
 

 Prophesied in days of old, alleluia! 
 God has sent Him as foretold, alleluia! Refrain 
 

 See, the loveliest blooming rose, alleluia! 
 From the branch of Jesse grows, alleluia! Refrain 
 

 Into flesh is made the Word, alleluia! 
 He, our refuge and our Lord, alleluia! Refrain 

 

Stand 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

PREFACE AND SANCTUS 
P The Lord be with you. 

 
P Lift up your hearts. 

 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary...evermore praising you and saying: 
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LORD’S PRAYER  

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

PAX DOMINI 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
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DISTRIBUTION 
HYMN: “What Child Is This” # 370 

 

 

 

 

 
 

HYMN: “All My Heart This Night Rejoices”     sts. 8-15 
All:  8 Come, then, banish all your sadness, 
    One and all, Great and small; 
    Come with songs of gladness. 
    Love Him who with love is glowing; 
    Hail the Star, Near and far 
    Light and joy bestowing. 
 

Women: 9 Ye whose anguish knew no measure, 
    Weep no more; See the door 
    To celestial pleasure. 
    Cling to Him, for He will guide you 
    Where no cross, Pain, or loss 
    Can again betide you. 
 

Choir:  10  Hither come, ye heavy-hearted, 
    Who for sin, Deep within, 



 

 

12 

    Long and sore have smarted; 
    For the poisoned wound you're feeling 
    Help is near, One is here 
    Mighty for their healing. 
 

All:  11  Hither come, ye poor and wretched; 
    Know His will Is to fill 
    Every hand outstretchèd. 
    Here are riches without measure; 
    Here forget All regret, 
    Fill your hearts with treasure. 
 

All:  12  Let me in my arms receive Thee; 
    On Thy breast Let me rest, 
    Savior, ne'er to leave Thee. 
    Since Thou hast Thyself presented 
    Now to me, I shall be 
    Evermore contented. 
 

Men:  13  Guilt no longer can distress me; 
    Son of God, Thou my load 
    Bearest to release me. 
    Stain in me Thou findest never; 
    I am clean, All my sin 
    Is removed forever. 
 

Choir:  14  I am pure, in Thee believing, 
    From Thy store Evermore 
    Righteous robes receiving 
    In my heart I will enfold Thee, 
    Treasure rare, Let me there, 
    Loving, ever hold Thee. 
 

All:  15  Dearest Lord, Thee will I cherish. 
    Though my breath Fail in death, 
    Yet I shall not perish, 
    But with Thee abide forever 
    There on high, In that joy 
    Which can vanish never. 
 
HYMN: “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come”     sts. 8-15 
 8 Welcome to earth, O noble Guest, 
  Through whom the sinful world is blest! 
  You came to share my misery 
  That You might share Your joy with me. 
 

 9 Ah, Lord, though You created all, 
  How weak You are, so poor and small, 
  That You should choose to lay Your head 
  Where lowly cattle lately fed! 
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 10 Were earth a thousand times as fair 
  And set with gold and jewels rare, 
  It would be far too poor and small 
  A cradle for the Lord of all. 
 

 11 Instead of soft and silken stuff 
  You have but hay and straw so rough 
  On which as King, so rich and great, 
  To be enthroned in royal state. 
 

 12 And so it pleases You to see 
  This simple truth revealed to me: 
  That worldly honor, wealth, and might 
  Are weak and worthless in Your sight. 
 

 13 Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, 
  Prepare a bed, soft, undefiled, 
  A quiet chamber set apart 
  For You to dwell within my heart. 
 

 14 My heart for very joy must leap; 
  My lips no more can silence keep. 
  I, too, must sing with joyful tongue 
  That sweetest ancient cradlesong: 
 

 15 Glory to God in highest heav’n, 
  Who unto us His Son has giv’n! 
  While angels sing with pious mirth 
  A glad new year to all the earth. 

 

Stand 
 

NUNC DIMITIS 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

THANKSGIVING 
A O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good. 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
A Let us pray. 
A O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness 

sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You 
have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake 
Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we 
may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS 
P The Lord be with you. 

 
A Let us bless the Lord. 

 
 

BENEDICTION 
     P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
  The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
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CLOSING HYMN: “Joy to the World” # 387 

 

 

 

 
 
 

POSTLUDE: “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” Johann Sebastian Bach 
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In Our Prayers 

 
Tracy Frazier friend passed away on Christmas Eve. 
Christ Foster on deployed. 
Denise nerve Pain. 



 

 

  

Happy Anniversary! 
January 8th 

Al & Carol Cardwell 

Happy Birthday! 
January 8th: Janell Levendusky 

Missing Birthday or Anniversary? Email Lacy at: Lacy@stjohnsmoore.life 
We may not have a Family Record Form on file or it may need to be updated. 

What When Where 

Bible Study w/ Pastor Bersche Sundays, 9:15am Library 

Grounded: Current Issues Sundays, 9:15am Library 

Sunday School Sundays, 9:15am School 

Youth Group Sundays, 9:15am School 

Handbell Choir Mondays, 5:45pm Sanctuary 

Choir Mondays, 6:45pm  Choir Loft 

Tuesday Night Bible Class Tuesdays, 6:00pm  
(we skip the 1st Tuesday of each month) 

Blanchard Hall 

Senior Saints 2nd & 4th Tuesday each month Blanchard Hall 

WOW: Women of the Word Tuesdays, 2:00pm Library 

LWML 1st Tuesday of the month, 7:00pm Blanchard Hall 

Mission Board 2nd Tuesday each month, 7:00pm Library 

Quilters Wednesdays, 9:00am-11:00am Blanchard Hall 

Wednesday Bible Study Wednesdays, 11:00am Library 

Young Adult Bible Study Sundays, 09:15am School 

In Christ Alone Bible Study Thursdays, 7:00pm Varies 

Men’s Bible Study 3rd Saturday every month, 08:00am Blanchard Hall 

If you’re interested or would like to learn more please            

refer to the bulletin board in the west hallway! 

Get to know your church family 
Get Involved, Make a Difference. 



 

 

 Having trouble  

hearing our  

worship service? 

We have listening devices that will 
help you to concentrate on the          
worship service and also shut out 
surrounding noise distractions. If 
you would like to try one you may 
speak to Larry Urish, Beverly Eskew, 
or one of the Elders. They will be 
very happy to help you try a           
listening device at one of our           
worship services. 
 

Children are  

Welcome 

A cry room with speakers is provided 
in the back of the   sanctuary during 
both services. 
 

Altar Flowers 

See the sign up sheet on the main 
bulletin board. You may purchase 
one or two vases at $20 each. Just fill 
out the envelope, include your          
payment and the dedication, then 
drop it in the collection plate. If 
needed, there are temporary              
containers in the  Sacristy for you to 
borrow so that you may take flowers 
home.  However, please remember to 
bring back our flower containers so 
that we may reuse them. Thank you! 

Attendance 

Christmas Eve: 94 
Christmas Day: 42 
Sunday, December 29th 
 09:00am: 105 
 Children’s Sunday School: N/A 
 

Stewardship 
Wednesday, December 11th 
$216.00 
Sunday, December 15th 
$4,347.00 

St. John’s Heat  

& Air Fund 
Several of our old heat and air 
units here at the church really 
need to be replaced as soon as 
possible, in order to do that 
$61,300 will need to be collected 
and put  into the heat and air 
Fund. Considering we have about 
125 active members, that would 
average to about $500 per person. 
If you would like to donate please 
mark envelopes “St. John’s heat & 
air fund” 
 

Our current fund only has about 
$18,372.94, but if systems don’t get 
replaced soon that money will 
quickly get depleted as we pay to 
maintain our old heat & air units. 
Keep an eye on the bulletin for         
updates. 
 

 Please and Thank you! 
~Ricco 

$61,3000 

18,372.94  

 

Kitchen Project 
We are needing $12-13K to complete the kitchen 
remodeling project. The additional funding will 
pay for a new stove, counter tops, exhaust hood, 
and hardware for the new kitchen cabinets. Please 
donate what you can to help us complete this             
project. Thank you for your support. We currently 
have $729.45. ~The Kitchen Committee 



 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
For the Week of January 5th, 2020 - January 12th, 2020 

 

 

Wednesday 
January 8th 

Christmas Day Service 

09:30am, Sanctuary 

 

 

Tuesday 
January 7th 

Pre-Service Christmas Music 

06:30pm, Sanctuary 

Christmas Eve Service 

07:00pm, Sanctuary 

 

 

Sunday 
January 12th 

Worship Service: Communion 

09:00am, Sanctuary 

Bible Study 

Following the service 

Young Adult Bible Study 

Following the service 

Children’s Sunday School 

Following the Service 

 

 

Monday 
January 6th 

Handbell Rehearsal 

05:45pm, Sanctuary 

Choir Rehearsal 

06:45pm, Choir Loft 

 

 

Sunday 
January 5th 

Worship Service 

09:00am, Sanctuary 

Bible Study 

Following the service 

Young Adult Bible Study 

Following the service 

Children’s Sunday School 

On Break for Christmas 

 

M. Tolman, S. Frazier, C. Corey, 

L. Urish, J. Olson, S. Christopher, 

C. Karner 

J. O’Laughlin, R. Barker, B. Baird, 

R. Brensdal, S. Reynolds, K.    

Wilson, R. Malson 

R. Picione, P. Shurow, G.        

Hinrichs, L. Grummer, T. Kuter 

3rd Sunday of the Month  

2nd Sunday of the Month 

1st Sunday of the Month 

4th Sunday of the Month  

J. Groh, M. Mathews, C. Corey, S. 

Lake 

R. Harpham & F. Reichert 

Floaters 

 

Judy Cregan, Gena Brensdal, Darold 

Booton, Marilyn Groh, Brandon  

Williams 

Attention! 
Until further notice,  

we will temporarily 

be having 

One Sunday 

Service  

at 9:00am 
We will also be               

having Communion  

on just the 1st, 3rd, 

and 5th Sunday. 

Sunday School  

will follow  

Immediately 

after the service 

Thank you for  

understanding. 


