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COMMUNION STATEMENT ~ The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and 
glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very 
body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and 
with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside 
any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He 
comes. Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm 
and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not 
yet instructed, in doubt or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The              
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with 
the pastor or an Elder. For further study, see Matt. 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; 1 Cor. 11:17–34. 
 

PRELUDE: “The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns” 
(Text for meditation: # 348) 

 

                      “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”        arr. Tyleen Stults 
(Text for meditation: # 338) 

 

Stand 
  

OPENING HYMN: “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”       # 341 
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 5 Redeemer, come and open wide 
  My heart to Thee; here, Lord, abide! 
  O enter with Thy grace divine; 
  Thy face of mercy on me shine. 
  Thy Holy Spirit guide us on 
  Until our glorious goal is won. 
  Eternal praise and fame 
  We offer to Thy name. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

    Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
  

INTROIT            (Antiphon, Phil. 4:4-6; Ps. 85:1-3) 
Rejoice in the Lord | always;* 
    again I will | say, Rejoice. 
Let your reasonableness be known to | everyone.* 
    The Lord | is at hand; 
do not be anxious for | anything,* 
    but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 

be made | known to God. 
LORD, you were favorable | to your land;* 
    you restored the fortunes of | Jacob. 
You forgave the iniquity of your | people;* 
    you covered | all their sin. 
You withdrew | all your wrath;* 
    you turned from your hot | anger. 
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Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
    and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
    is now, and will be forever. | Amen.  
Rejoice in the Lord | always;* 
    again I will | say, Rejoice. 
Let your reasonableness be known to | everyone.* 
    The Lord | is at hand; 
do not be anxious for | anything,* 
    but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 

made | known to God. 
 

KYRIE # 944 

 

 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY  
P The Lord be with you. 

 
P Let us pray. 
P Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness 

of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Sit 
 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Isaiah 35:1-10 
 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad;the desert shall rejoice and blossom 
like the crocus; it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing. The           
glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall 
see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God. 
 Strengthen the weak hands,and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who have 
an anxious heart, “Be strong; fear not! Behold, your God will come with vengeance, 
with the recompense of God. He will come and save you.” 
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 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
then shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. For 
waters break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand 
shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; in the haunt of jackals, 
where they lie down, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
 And a highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Way of Holiness; the un-
clean shall not pass over it. It shall belong to those who walk on the way; even if 
they are fools, they shall not go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous 
beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 
And the ransomed of the LORD shall return and come to Zion with singing; ever-
lasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain gladness and joy, and sorrow 
and sighing shall flee away. 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL               Psalm 146 
Praise | the LORD!* 
    Praise the LORD, | O my soul! 
I will praise the LORD as long | as I live;* 
    I will sing praises to my God while I have my | being. 
Put not your trust in | princes,* 
    in a son of man, in whom there is no sal- | vation. 
When his breath departs he returns | to the earth;* 
    on that very day his plans | perish. 
Blessèd is he whose help is the God of | Jacob,* 
    whose hope is in the | LORD his God, 
who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is | in them,* 
    who keeps faith for- | ever; 
who executes justice for | the oppressed,* 
    who gives food to the | hungry. 
The LORD sets the prisoners free; the LORD opens the eyes | of the blind.* 
    The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; the LORD loves the | right- 
    eous. 
The LORD watches over the sojourners; he upholds the widow and the | fatherless,* 
    but the way of the wicked he brings to | ruin. 
The LORD will reign for- | ever,* 
    your God, O Zion, to all generations. | Praise the LORD! 
 

EPISTLE James 5:7-11 
 Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer 
waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the 
early and the late rains. You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of 
the Lord is at hand. Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may 
not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door. As an example of suffering 
and patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.         
Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the 
steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is 
compassionate and merciful. 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 
 

ALLELUIA 

 
 

 Stir up your might, O Lord, and come to save us!  
 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL        Matthew 11:2-19 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 11th chapter. 

 
  Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his 
disciples and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for            
another?” And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the 
blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and 
the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them. And blessed is 
the one who is not offended by me.” 
 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What 
did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did 
you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft  
clothing are in kings’ houses. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell 
you, and more than a prophet. This is he of whom it is written, “‘Behold, I send my 
messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before you.’ Truly, I say to 
you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the            
Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. From the 
days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and 
the violent take it by force. For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, 
and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. He who has ears to 
hear, let him hear. 
 “But to what shall I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the            
marketplaces and calling to their playmates, “‘We played the flute for you, and you 
did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.’ For John came neither eating 
nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon.’ The Son of Man came eating and  
drinking, and they say, ‘Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax             
collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is justified by her deeds.” 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

 

NICENE CREED 
 I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 
things visible and invisible. 
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 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for 
us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy 
Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under  
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according 
to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose              
kingdom will have no end. 
 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and               
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the            
resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”        # 347 
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SERMON 
 

Stand 
 

VOTIVE 
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in 
Christ Jesus. 
C Amen. 

 

OFFERTORY # 956 

 

 

 

 

 
Sit 
 
OFFERING 

Choir: “Arise, O Christian People” 
Ye sons of men, oh, hearken: 
Your heart and mind prepare, 
To hail the almighty Savior, 
O sinners, be your care. 
He who of grace alone 
Our Life and Light was given, 
The promised Lord from heaven, 
Unto our world is shown. 
 

Prepare the way before Him; 
Prepare for Him the best, 
Cast out whate'er offendeth 
This great, this heavenly Guest 
Make straight, make plain, the way: 
The lowly valleys raising 
The heights of pride abasing. 
His path all even lay. 
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The humble heart and lowly 
God lifteth up on high: 
Beneath His feet in anguish 
The haughty soul shall lie. 
The heart, sincere and right, 
That heeds God's invitation 
And makes true preparation, 
It is the Lord's delight. 
 

Prepare my heart, Lord Jesus, 
Turn not from me aside, 
And grand that I receive Thee 
This blessed Advent-tide. 
From stall and manger low 
Come Thou to dwell within me; 
Loud praises will I sing Thee 
And forth glory show. 

 

Stand 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

PREFACE AND SANCTUS 
P The Lord be with you. 

 
P Lift up your hearts. 

 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary...evermore praising you and saying: 
 p. 161 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
P Blessed are You, Lord ... one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER  

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

PAX DOMINI 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 

AGNUS DEI p. 163 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
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DISTRIBUTION 
HYMN: “Prepare the Royal Highway”              # 343 

 

 

 

 
 

HYMN: “Once He Came in Blessing”  

 

 

 

 
 2 Still He comes within us; 
  Still His voice would win us 
  From the sins that hurt us; 
  Would to truth convert us 
  From our foolish error 
  Ere He comes in terror. 
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 3 Thus, if we have known Him, 
  Not ashamed to own Him, 
  Nor have spurned Him coldly 
  But will trust Him boldly, 
  He will then receive us, 
  Heal us, and forgive us. 
 

 4 Now He gently leads us; 
  With Himself He feeds us 
  Precious food from heaven, 
  Pledge of peace here given, 
  Manna that will nourish 
  Souls that they may flourish. 
 

 5 Soon will come that hour 
  When with mighty power 
  Christ will come in splendor 
  And will judgment render, 
  With the faithful sharing 
  Joy beyond comparing. 
 

 6 Come, then, O Lord Jesus, 
  From our sins release us. 
  Keep our hearts believing, 
  That we, grace receiving, 
  Ever may confess You 
  Till in heav’n we bless You. 
 

HYMN: “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” # 344 
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Stand 
 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE            p. 164 

 

 

 

 
 

THANKSGIVING 
P O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good. 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
P Let us pray. 
P Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to 

come in the Holy Supper of Your Son's body and blood. Keep us firm in the true 
faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may,   
together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His             
kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS 
P The Lord be with you. 

 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

 



 

 

BENEDICTION 
     P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
  The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

 
 

CLOSING HYMN: “Hark the Glad Sound” # 349 

 

 

 
 

POSTLUDE: “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People” Georg Böhm 
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In Our Prayers 

 
Family of Chad Adams: Step bother of Anna Johnson. 
Karen Gordon: (Suzet Roggows sister) recovering from bilateral hip replacement sur-
gery. 
Mike Revell: (Eloise Jones son) has COPD. 
Those seeking jobs. 
Rev Roy Karner (Uncle of Carl Karner) has been placed on Hospice.   

Tuesday Night Bible Study Topics for the next several weeks! 

 

$8.00 Poinsettias 
On sale from now through Christmas Day! 

Contact Shirley Graumann... 



 

 

Announcements 

 

OUR SUNDAY SCHOOL CHIRSTMAS 
PROGRAM IS TODAY 

 DURING SUNDAY SCHOOL HOURS! 
   Please come and celebrate with our 
Sunday School children as they share 

the story of our Savior's Birth. 
   

 Finally, the children will have a  
" Happy Birthday Jesus Party"  

following the Program. 
It will be held in the School Gymnasium. 

Sunday School is taking a Christmas 

Break, we will resume on January 5th 

For our December Inasmuch project: 

LWML has partnered with Oklahoma 
City’s Educare, an early learning center 
of Sunbeam Family Services, to provide 
Christmas food baskets to five families 
who could use assistance with meals 
through the week between Christmas 
and the new year. Provided will be a 
Christmas meal of turkey and all the      
traditional sides, but needed also will be 
basic food supplies like canned and dry 
foods, oatmeal, cereal, peanut butter,  
jelly, and fresh fruit. The five food               
baskets will be delivered to Educare the 
morning of December 18. Donations will 
be collected as usual in the narthex up to 
Sunday, December 14. Monetary                    
donations may be given to Shirley     
Graumann. Thank you in  advance for 
helping five Educare families have a 
merrier Christmas.  

THANK YOU TO ALL THOSE WHO 
DONATED TO THE FOOD BANK! 

Advent & Christmas Schedule 
 

Wednesday Advent Services  
December 18th at 6:30  
Choir Providing a meal 

 
Christmas Eve Service  

December 24th at 7:00pm 
Christmas Day Service  

December 25th at 9:30am 

Important  
Voter’s Meeting 

TODAY 
following all activities 

We will be voting on the 2020 
budget at this meeting. 

TODAY... 
we will have an Advent Vespers              

service at 6:00 P.M. led by the adult 
choir of St. John's and the students 
of St. John's School. Please join us 

as we remember Christ's first advent 
and prepare for his coming again. 



 

 

Donuts with Santa 

We would like to thank all the volunteers and the congregation for all your help and support.  
Because of you Donuts with Santa was a success. Merry Christmas! 

Young Adult Outreach: Elisha, Kari, Mary and Nicole  



 

 

  

Happy Anniversary! 
December 15th-22nd 

No Anniversaries 

Happy Birthday! 
December 15th: Kent Carter, Stormy Johnson 
December 17th: Emmett Willis 
December 18th: Gail Wyssemann 
December 19th: John Stephens 
December 20th: Johnny Flake 
December 21st: Bode Reichert 
December 22nd: Karen Adams, Kyleigh Mathes, Sean 
Ferguson, Wanda Shurow, Thomas Kuter 

Missing Birthday or Anniversary? Email Lacy at: Lacy@stjohnsmoore.life 
We may not have a Family Record Form on file or it may need to be updated. 

What When Where 

Bible Study w/ Pastor Bersche Sundays, 9:15am Library 

Grounded: Current Issues Sundays, 9:15am Library 

Sunday School Sundays, 9:15am School 

Youth Group Sundays, 9:15am School 

Handbell Choir Mondays, 5:45pm Sanctuary 

Choir Mondays, 6:45pm  Choir Loft 

Tuesday Night Bible Class Tuesdays, 6:00pm  
(we skip the 1st Tuesday of each month) 

Blanchard Hall 

Senior Saints 2nd & 4th Tuesday each month Blanchard Hall 

WOW: Women of the Word Tuesdays, 2:00pm Library 

LWML 1st Tuesday of the month, 7:00pm Blanchard Hall 

Mission Board 2nd Tuesday each month, 7:00pm Library 

Quilters Wednesdays, 9:00am-11:00am Blanchard Hall 

Wednesday Bible Study Wednesdays, 11:00am Library 

Young Adult Bible Study Sundays, 09:15am School 

In Christ Alone Bible Study Thursdays, 7:00pm Varies 

Men’s Bible Study 3rd Saturday every month, 08:00am Blanchard Hall 

If you’re interested or would like to learn more please            

refer to the bulletin board in the west hallway! 

Get to know your church family 
Get Involved, Make a Difference. 



 

 

 Having trouble  

hearing our  

worship service? 

We have listening devices that will 
help you to concentrate on the          
worship service and also shut out 
surrounding noise distractions. If 
you would like to try one you may 
speak to Larry Urish, Beverly Eskew, 
or one of the Elders. They will be 
very happy to help you try a           
listening device at one of our           
worship services. 
 

Children are  

Welcome 

A cry room with speakers is provided 
in the back of the   sanctuary during 
both services. 
 

Altar Flowers 

See the sign up sheet on the main 
bulletin board. You may purchase 
one or two vases at $20 each. Just fill 
out the envelope, include your          
payment and the dedication, then 
drop it in the collection plate. If 
needed, there are temporary              
containers in the  Sacristy for you to 
borrow so that you may take flowers 
home.  However, please remember to 
bring back our flower containers so 
that we may reuse them. Thank you! 

Attendance 

Wednesday, December 4th 
 06:30pm: 28 
Sunday, December 8th 
 09:00am: 102 
 Children’s Sunday School: 20 
 

Stewardship 
Wednesday, December 4th 
$945.00 
Sunday, December 8th 
$3,291.52 

St. John’s Heat  

& Air Fund 
Several of our old heat and air 
units here at the church really 
need to be replaced as soon as 
possible, in order to do that 
$61,300 will need to be collected 
and put  into the heat and air 
Fund. Considering we have about 
125 active members, that would 
average to about $500 per person. 
If you would like to donate please 
mark envelopes “St. John’s heat & 
air fund” 
 

Our current fund only has about 
$16,147, but if systems don’t get 
replaced soon that money will 
quickly get depleted as we pay to 
maintain our old heat & air units. 
Keep an eye on the bulletin for         
updates. 
 

 Please and Thank you! 
~Ricco 

$61,3000 

$16,147.94  

 

Kitchen Project 
We are needing $12-13K to complete the kitchen 
remodeling project. The additional funding will 
pay for a new stove, counter tops, exhaust hood, 
and hardware for the new kitchen cabinets. Please 
donate what you can to help us complete this pro-
ject. Thank you for your support. 

~The Kitchen Committee 



 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
For the Week of December 15th, 2019 - December 22nd, 2019 

 

 

Wednesday 
December 18th 

School Chapel 

09:00am, School Gym 

Quilters 

09:00am-11:00am, Blanchard Hall 

Bible Study 

Cancelled until further notice 

Worship Service 

06:30pm, Sanctuary 

 

 

Tuesday 
December 17th 

Tuesday Night Bible Study 

06:00pm, Library 

 

 

Sunday 
December 22nd 

Worship Service: Communion 

09:00am, Sanctuary 

Bible Study 

Following the service 

Young Adult Bible Study 

Following the service 

Children’s Sunday School 

Following the service 

 

 

Monday 
December 16th 

Handbell Rehearsal 

05:45pm, Sanctuary 

Choir Rehearsal 

06:45pm, Choir Loft 

 

 

Sunday 
December 15th 

Worship Service 

09:00am, Sanctuary 

Bible Study 

Following the service 

Young Adult Bible Study 

Following the service 

Children’s Sunday School 

Following the service 

 

M. Tolman, S. Frazier, C. Corey, 

L. Urish, J. Olson, S. Christopher, 

C. Karner 

J. O’Laughlin, R. Barker, B. Baird, 

R. Brensdal, S. Reynolds, K.    

Wilson, R. Malson 

R. Picione, P. Shurow, G.        

Hinrichs, L. Grummer, T. Kuter 

3rd Sunday of the Month  

2nd Sunday of the Month 

1st Sunday of the Month 

4th Sunday of the Month  

J. Groh, M. Mathews, C. Corey, S. 

Lake 

R. Harpham & F. Reichert 

Floaters 

 

Judy Cregan, Gena Brensdal, Darold 

Booton, Marilyn Groh, Brandon  

Williams 

Attention! 
Until further notice,  

we will temporarily 

be having 

One Sunday 

Service  

at 9:00am 
We will also be               

having Communion  

on just the 1st, 3rd, 

and 5th Sunday. 

Sunday School  

will follow  

Immediately 

after the service 

Thank you for  

understanding. 

LWML Cookie Sale  

TODAY 
St. John's will be caroling on Friday, December 20th at 6:00.  

Everyone and every age are welcome to join. 


