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ABOUT THE SERVICE 
 

 Since Old Testament times, the Church has gathered in the evening to give 
thanks for the blessings of the day and pray for protection in the night to come. As 
the Church year developed, elements relating to specific feasts and seasons also be-
came a part of the services. Unlike the Divine Service where preaching and the ad-
ministration of the sacraments are the central actions, Vespers and other daily pray-
er services are more meditative, focusing on prayer and praise through the use of 
psalms, hymns, and canticles. Many of the texts date back to the early centuries of 
the Church; the Phos hilaron (“Joyous light”), and the prayer immediately follow-
ing date from the early 3rd century, if not earlier. The psalms and the Magnificat 
are framed by antiphons which focus the texts and help relate them to today’s spe-
cific feast. Even when listening to a choir sing a psalm or hymn, we still pray the 
words as if we are singing them ourselves, and in these psalms and hymns which 
the Church has been singing for millennia, we join our prayers not only with the 
Church on earth now but also with the billions of saints who have gone before us.  
 
 
The Feast of the Holy Trinity is a relatively recent feast, instituted in 1334. It both 
closes the festival half of the church year, which focuses on the events in Christ’s 
life, and begins the time after Pentecost when we focus His teachings and miracles. 
The Church celebrates and praises the Trinity throughout the entire year, but today 
we focus specifically on the revelation of one God in three Persons, a mystery we 
can never fully understand yet for which we give thanks since He has made Him-
self known through His words and works. 
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PRELUDE 
 “Kyrie! God Father in Heaven Above ”                             Johann Sebastian Bach 
 “Kyrie! O Christ Our King” 
 “Kyrie! O God the Holy Ghost” 
 

Text for meditation:  
Kyrie! God, Father in heav’n above, 
You abound in gracious love, 
    Of all things the maker and preserver. 
        Eleison! Eleison! 
 

Kyrie! O Christ, our king, 
Salvation for all You came to bring. 
    O Lord Jesus, God’s own Son, 
    Our mediator at the heav’nly throne: 
Hear our cry and grant our supplication. 
        Eleison! Eleison! 
 

Kyrie! O God the Holy Ghost, 
Guard our faith, the gift we need the most, 
    And bless our life’s last hour, 
That we leave this sinful world with gladness. 
        Eleison! Eleison! 

 

Stand 
 

OPENING VERSICLES 
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PHOS HILARON sung by the Choir 
Joyous light of glory: 
of the immortal Father; 
heavenly, holy, blessed Jesus Christ. 
We have come to the setting of the sun, 
and we look to the evening light. 
We sing to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: 
You are worthy of being praised 
with pure voices forever. 
O Son of God, O Giver of life: 
the universe proclaims Your glory. 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT 
L We praise and thank you, O God, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

through whom You have enlightened us by revealing the light that never 
fades. Night is falling, and day’s allotted span draws to a close. The daylight 
which you created for our pleasure has fully satisfied us, and yet, of your free 
gift, now the evening lights do not fail us. We praise you and glorify you 
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord; through Him be glory, honor, and 
power to You in the Holy Spirit now and always and forever and ever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

PSALMODY 
 

PSALM 141:1-4, 8 

 

 
 

Choir:  O Lord, I call to you; come to me quickly; hear my voice when I cry to 
you. 
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Choir:  Set a watch before my mouth, O Lord, and guard the door of my lips. 
 Let not my mouth incline to any evil thing; let me not be occupied in 

wickedness with evildoers. 
 But my eyes are turned to you, O God; in you I take refuge. Strip me 

not of my life. 
 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen 

 

 
 
PSALM 110 
 

Antiphon: Glory to you, O Trinity of equal Persons, one Deity, before all ages, 
now, and forever. 

 
The LORD says to my Lord:  “Sit at my | right hand,* 
    until I make your enemies your | footstool.” 
The LORD sends forth from Zion your mighty | scepter.* 
    Rule in the midst of your | enemies! 
Your people will offer themselves freely on the day of your power, in holy | 
garments;* 
    from the womb of the morning the dew of your youth | will be yours. 
The LORD has sworn and will not | change his mind,* 
    “You are a priest forever after the order of Mel- | chizedek.” 
The Lord is at your | right hand;* 
    he will shatter kings on the day | of his wrath. 
He will execute judgment among the nations, filling them with | corpses;* 
    he will shatter chiefs over the | wide earth. 
He will drink from the brook | by the way;* 
    therefore he will lift | up his head. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
    and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
    is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 
Antiphon: Glory to you, O Trinity of equal Persons, one Deity, before all ages, 

now, and forever. 
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PSALM 111 sung by the choir 
Antiphon: Praise and eternal glory to God the Father and to the Son and to the 

Holy Paraclete, through all ages. 
 
Praise the LORD! I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, in the com-
pany of the upright, in the congregation. 
Great are the works of the LORD, studied by all who delight in them. 
Full of splendor and majesty is his work, and his righteousness endures forever. 
He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered; the LORD is gracious and 
merciful. 
He provides food for those who fear him; he remembers his covenant forever. 
He has shown his people the power of his works, in giving them the inheritance 
of the nations. 
The works of his hands are faithful and just; all his precepts are trustworthy; 
they are established forever and ever, to be performed with faithfulness and up-
rightness. 
He sent redemption to his people; he has commanded his covenant forever. Holy 
and awesome is his name! 
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all those who practice it have a 
good understanding. His praise endures forever! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Antiphon: Praise and eternal glory to God the Father and to the Son and to the 

Holy Paraclete, through all ages. 
 
PSALM 112 

Antiphon: Let the glory of praise resound from every voice to the Father and to 
his only-begotten Son; and to the Holy Spirit likewise let everlasting 
praise be given.  

 

Praise the LORD! Blessèd is the man who | fears the LORD,* 
    who greatly delights in his com- | mandments! 
His offspring will be mighty | in the land;* 
    the generation of the upright | will be blessed. 
Wealth and riches are | in his house,* 
    and his righteousness endures for- | ever. 
Light dawns in the darkness for the | upright;* 
    he is gracious, merciful, and | righteous. 
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It is well with the man who deals generous- | ly and lends;* 
    who conducts his affairs with | justice. 
For the righteous will nev- | er be moved;* 
    he will be remembered for- | ever. 
He is not afraid of | bad news;* 
    his heart is firm, trusting | in the LORD. 
His heart is steady; he will not | be afraid,* 
    until he looks in triumph on his adver- | saries. 
He has distributed freely; he has given to the poor; his righteousness endures for- 
| ever;* 
    his horn is exalted in | honor. 
The wicked man sees it and is angry; he gnashes his teeth and | melts 
away;* 
    the desire of the wicked will | perish! 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
    and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
    is now, and will be forever. | Amen 
 
Antiphon: Let the glory of praise resound from every voice to the Father and to 

his only-begotten Son; and to the Holy Spirit likewise let everlasting 
praise be given. 

 
 
PSALM 113 

Antiphon: Praise to the Father, to his coequal Son, and to You, O Holy Spirit 
with perpetual delight; may it resound from our lips forever. 

 
Praise the LORD! Praise, O servants of the LORD, praise the name of the LORD! 
Blessed be the name of the LORD from this time forth and forevermore! 
From the rising of the sun to its setting the name of the LORD is to be praised! 
The LORD is high above all nations, and his glory above the heavens! 
Who is like the LORD our God, who is seated on high, who looks far down on the 
heavens and the earth? 
He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy from the ash heap, 
to make them sit with princes, with the princes of his people. 
He gives the barren woman a home, making her the joyous mother of children.  
Praise the LORD! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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Antiphon: Praise to the Father, to his coequal Son, and to You, O Holy Spirit 
with perpetual delight; may it resound from our lips forever. 
 

 
PSALM 117 

Antiphon: From him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory 
forever. 

 
 
Praise the LORD, all | nations!* 
    Extol him, all | peoples! 
For great is his steadfast | love toward us,* 
    and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. | Praise the LORD! 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
    and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
    is now, and will be forever. | Amen 
 
Antiphon: From him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory 

forever. 
 
 

Stand 
 

LESSON Romans 11:33-36 
 Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How un-
searchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! “For who has 
known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counselor?” “Or who has giv-
en a gift to him that he might be repaid?” For from him and through him and to 
him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen. 
L O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Sit 
 
SERMON 
 
RESPONSE: “We Bless the Father” sung by the Choir 
 Setting by Mark Bender 
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We bless the Father and the Son and Holy Spirit. 
Praise him and magnify him forever. 
 
Blessed are you, O Lord, in the firmament of heaven, and above all to be 
praise and glorified forever. 
Praise him and magnify him forever. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
Praise him and magnify him forever. 

 

Stand 
 
HYMN: “O Trinity, Most Blessed Light” 

 

 
 

Choir: Blessed are you, O Lord, in the firmament of heaven. And to be sung and 
glorified forever. 

 
MAGNIFICAT sung by the Choir 
 

Antiphon: We praise you, O God: the Father unbegotten, the only-begotten Son, 
the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete, holy and undivided Trinity. With all our 
heart and voice we acknowledge you; we praise you, and we bless 
you. To you be glory forever. 

 
My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. 
For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
for he who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 
And his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 
He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts 
of their hearts; 
he has brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of humble 
estate; 
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he has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent empty away. 
He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 
as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” 
 
Antiphon: We praise you, O God: the Father unbegotten, the only-begotten Son, 

the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete, holy and undivided Trinity. With all our 
heart and voice we acknowledge you; we praise you, and we bless 
you. To you be glory forever. 

 
 

PRAYER 
 

KYRIE sung by the choir 
 setting by Leonhard Lechner (c. 1553-1606) 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER sung by the choir 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
SALUTATION AND COLLECTS 

 

 

 
L Almighty and everlasting God, who has given to us, Your servants, grace, by 

the confession of a true faith, to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity 
and in the power of the Divine Majesty to worship the Unity, we implore You 
that You would keep us steadfast in this faith and evermore defend us from all 
adversities; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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L Almighty and everlasting God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, we give You 
most hearty thanks that You have granted unto us a clear and abundant revela-
tion of Your being and purpose; and we implore You, give us grace to 
acknowledge, honor, and praise You as our Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier, 
who lives and reigns, ever one God, now and forever. 

 
 

L O God, the Creator and Savior of the world, who has made Yourself known in 
the work of man’s redemption as the mystery of the ever adorable Trinity, Fa-
ther, Son, and Holy Spirit, Three in One and One in Three, we implore You, 
reveal in us the full power of this faith, into which we have been planted by 
Baptism, that, being born of water and of the Spirit, we may by a life of holi-
ness be formed into Your image here and rise to Your blissful presence hereaf-
ter, there to join, with the song of the seraphim, in praising You, world with-
out end. 

 
 

L Almighty and everlasting God, who has taught us to know and to confess in 
true faith that in three persons of equal power and glory You are one true and 
everlasting God and to be worshiped as such, we implore You, keep us at all 
times steadfast in this faith against whatsoever may assail us; who lives and 
reigns, one God, now and forever.  

 
Choir: Grant peace, we pray, in mercy, Lord; 
 Peace in our time, O send us! 
 For there is none on earth ut You, 
 None other to defend us. 
 You only Lord, can fight for us. Amen 
 

 Peace be within your walls, and security within your towers. 
 

L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 
works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that 
our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being 
defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
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BENEDICAMUS 

 

 
 
BENEDICTION 

 

 

 
 

TE DEUM: “Holy God, We Praise Your Name” 
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 4 Holy Father, holy Son, 
      Holy Spirit, three we name Thee; 
  Though in essence only one, 
      Undivided God we claim Thee 
  And, adoring, bend the knee 
  While we own the mystery. 
 
 5 Thou art King of Glory, Christ; 
      Son of God, yet born of Mary. 
  For us sinners sacrificed, 
      As to death a Tributary, 
  First to break the bars of death, 
  Thou hast opened heav’n to faith. 
 
 6 From Thy high celestial home, 
      Judge of all, again returning, 
  We believe that Thou shalt come 
      On that final judgment morning, 
  When Thy voice shall shake the earth 
  And the startled dead come forth. 
 

 7 Spare Thy people, Lord, we pray, 
      By a thousand snares surrounded; 
  Keep us without sin today, 
      Never let us be confounded. 
  Lo, I put my trust in Thee; 
  Never, Lord, abandon me. 
 
 

POSTLUDE: “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name” Matthew Corl 
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