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COMMUNION STATEMENT ~ The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and 
glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very 
body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and 
with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside 
any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He 
comes. Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm 
and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not 
yet instructed, in doubt or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The              
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with 
the pastor or an Elder. For further study, see Matt. 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; 1 Cor. 11:17–34. 
 

 

PRELUDE: “Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord” Dietrich Buxtehude 
(Text for meditation: See the Opening Hymn) 

 

OPENING HYMN: “Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord” # 497  
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Stand 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We just-
ly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of 
Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
  

INTROIT           (Antiphon, Ps. 17:15; Ps. 17:1-2, 5) 
As for me, I shall behold your face in righteousness; when I awake, I shall be 
satisfied with your likeness. 
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Hear a just cause, O LORD; attend to my cry! 
From your presence let my vindication come! Let your eyes behold the 
right! 
My steps have held fast to your paths; my feet have not slipped. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
As for me, I shall behold your face in righteousness; when I awake, I shall be 
satisfied with your likeness. 

 

KYRIE # 944 

 

 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
P Let us pray. 
 Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our 

learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly           
digest them that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of                
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
     

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Isaiah 55:10-13 
 “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there 
but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower 
and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall 
not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall 
succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
 “For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and the 
hills before you shall break forth into singing, and all the trees of the field shall 
clap their hands. Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the 
brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall make a name for the LORD, an              
everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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GRADUAL Psalm 65 
Praise is due to you, O God, in Zion, and to you shall vows be performed. 
O you who hears prayer, to you shall all flesh come. 
When iniquities prevail against me, you atone for our transgressions. 
Blessèd is the one you choose and bring near, to dwell in your courts! We 
shall be satisfied with the goodness of your house, the holiness of your  
temple! 
By awesome deeds you answer us with righteousness, O God of our salvation, 
the hope of all the ends of the earth and of the farthest seas; 
the one who by his strength established the mountains, being girded with 
might; 
who stills the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, the tumult of the 
peoples, 
so that those who dwell at the ends of the earth are in awe at your signs. 
You make the going out of the morning and the evening to shout for joy. 
You visit the earth and water it; you greatly enrich it; the river of God is full of 
water; you provide their grain, for so you have prepared it. 
You water its furrows abundantly, settling its ridges, softening it with 
showers, and blessing its growth. 
You crown the year with your bounty; your wagon tracks overflow with           
abundance. 
The pastures of the wilderness overflow, the hills gird themselves with joy, 
the meadows clothe themselves with flocks, the valleys deck themselves with 
grain, they shout and sing together for joy. 
 

EPISTLE Romans 8:12-17 
 So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the 
flesh. For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you 
put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are led by the 
Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to 
fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by 
whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit 
that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and      
fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also 
be glorified with him. 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 13th chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
 



5 

 

 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. And great 
crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat down. And the 
whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many things in parables,      
saying: “A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the 
path, and the birds came and devoured them. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, 
where they did not have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they 
had no depth of soil, but when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they 
had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns 
grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, 
some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. He who has ears, let him hear.” 
…  
 “Hear then the parable of the sower: When anyone hears the word of the  
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what 
has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the path. As for what 
was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately 
receives it with joy, yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and 
when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he 
falls away. As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the 
word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, 
and it proves unfruitful. As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who 
hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a 
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: “Come, Oh, Come, Thou Quickening Spirit”  
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 5 Prompt us, Lord, to come before Him 
  With a childlike heart to pray; 
  Sigh in us, O Holy Spirit, 
  When we know not what to say. 
  Then our prayer is not in vain, 
  And our faith new strength shall gain. 
 

 6 If our soul can find no comfort 
  And despondency grows strong 
  That the heart cries out in anguish: 
  "O my God, how long, how long?" 
  Comfort then the aching breast, 
  Grant us courage, patience, rest. 
 

 7 Holy Spirit, strong and mighty. 
  Thou who makest all things new, 
  Make Thy work within us perfect 
  And the evil Foe subdue. 
  Grant us weapons for the strife 
  And with vict'ry crown our life. 
 

 8 Guard, O God, our faith forever; 
  Let not Satan, death, or shame 
  Ever part us from our Savior; 
  Lord our Refuge is Thy name. 
  Though our flesh cry ever: Nay! 
  Be Thy Word to us still Yea! 
 

 9 And when life's frail thread is breaking. 
  Then assure us more and more, 
  As the heirs of life unending, 
  Of the glory there in store, 
  Glory never yet expressed, 
  Glory of the saints at rest. 
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SERMON 
 

HYMN: “If God Himself Be for Me” 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 3 His Spirit in me dwelleth, 
  And o’er my mind He reigns. 
  All sorrow He dispelleth 
  And soothes away all pains. 
  He crowns His work with blessing 
  And helpeth me to cry, 
  “My Father!” without ceasing, 
  To Him who dwells on high. 
 

 4 And when my soul is lying 
  Weak, trembling, and oppressed, 
  He pleads with groans and sighing 
  That cannot be expressed; 
  But God’s quick eye discerns them, 
  Although they give no sound, 
  And into language turns them 
  E’en in the heart’s deep ground. 
 

 5 To mine His Spirit speaketh 
  Sweet words of holy cheer, 
  How God to him that seeketh 
  For rest is always near 
  And how He hath erected 
  A city fair and new, 
  Where all that faith expected 
  We evermore shall view. 
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Stand 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

PREFACE AND SANCTUS 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is meet and right so to do. 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary...evermore praising you and saying: 

 

 

 

 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P Blessed are You, Lord ... one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER  

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and   ever. 
Amen. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

 
AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 
 
Sit 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
 
Stand 
 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A Let us pray. 
A We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 
 
SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 
A Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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BENEDICTION 
     P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

   The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
   The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
C Amen. 
 

HYMN: “Our Father, Who from Heaven Above” # 766, sts. 1-3, 9 

 

 

 

 
 
 9 Amen, that is, so shall it be. 
  Make strong our faith in You, that we 
      May doubt not but with trust believe 
      That what we ask we shall receive. 
  Thus in Your name and at Your Word 
  We say, “Amen, O hear us, Lord!” 
 

POSTLUDE: “Our Father, Who from Heaven Above” Georg Böhm 
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