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PRELUDE: “Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense” Johann Walther 
(Text for meditation: See the Hymn of the Day)  

 
OPENING HYMN: “He’s Risen, He’s Risen” # 480 
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Stand 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 
to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

    Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal 
and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely 
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the 
sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful be-
ing. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 
INTROIT (Antiphon, Ps. 139:18, 5-6; Ps. 139:1-3, 14) 

I awake, and I am still with you, alle- | luia.* 
    You lay your hand upon me, alle- | luia. 
Such knowledge is too wonder- | ful for me;* 
   it is high; I cannot attain it. Alleluia, alle- | luia. 
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O LORD, you have searched me and | known me!* 
    You know when I sit down and when I | rise up.  
You discern my thoughts | from afar.* 
    You search out my path and my | lying down. 
I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonder- | fully made.* 
    Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it | very well. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
    and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
    is now, and will be forever. | Amen.  
I awake, and I am still with you, alle- | luia.* 
    You lay your hand upon me, alle- | luia. 
Such knowledge is too wonder- | ful for me;* 
   it is high; I cannot attain it. Alleluia, alle- | luia. 

 
KYRIE  

 

 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
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COLLECT OF THE DAY  
P The Lord be with you. 

 
P Grant, we implore You, almighty God, that we who have celebrated the so-

lemnities of the Lord’s resurrection may, by the help of Your grace, bring 
forth the fruits thereof in our life and conversation; through the same Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
Sit 
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FIRST LESSON Acts 5:29-42 
  Peter and the apostles answered [the council], “We must obey God rather 
than men. The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him 
on a tree. God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repent-
ance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we are witnesses to these things, and 
so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.” 
 When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them. But a Phari-
see in the council named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in honor by all the 
people, stood up and gave orders to put the men outside for a little while. And he 
said to them, “Men of Israel, take care what you are about to do with these men. 
For before these days Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, and a number 
of men, about four hundred, joined him. He was killed, and all who followed 
him were dispersed and came to nothing. After him Judas the Galilean rose up in 
the days of the census and drew away some of the people after him. He too per-
ished, and all who followed him were scattered. So in the present case I tell you, 
keep away from these men and let them alone, for if this plan or this undertaking 
is of man, it will fail; but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them. 
You might even be found opposing God!” So they took his advice, and when 
they had called in the apostles, they beat them and charged them not to speak in 
the name of Jesus, and let them go. Then they left the presence of the council, re-
joicing that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name. And every 
day, in the temple and from house to house, they did not cease teaching and 
preaching Jesus as the Christ. 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
GRADUAL Psalm 148 

Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD from the | heavens;* 
Praise him, all his | angels;* 
    praise him, | all his hosts! 
Praise him, | sun and moon,* 
    praise him, all you | shining stars! 
Praise him, you highest | heavens,* 
    and you waters above the | heavens! 
Let them praise the name | of the LORD!* 
    For he commanded and they were cre- | ated. 
And he established them forever and | ever;* 
    he gave a decree, and it shall not | pass away. 
Praise the LORD | from the earth,* 
    you great sea creatures and | all deeps, 
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fire and hail, | snow and mist,* 
    stormy wind fulfill- | ing his word! 
Mountains and | all hills,* 
    fruit trees and all | cedars! 
Beasts and all | livestock,* 
    creeping things and | flying birds! 
Kings of the earth and all | peoples,* 
    princes and all rulers | of the earth! 
Young men and maidens to- | gether,* 
    old men and | children! 
Let them praise the name of the LORD, for his name alone is ex- | alted;* 
    his majesty is above earth and | heaven. 
He has raised up a horn for his people, praise for | all his saints,* 
    for the people of Israel who are near to him. | Praise the LORD! 

 
EPISTLE 1 Peter 1:3-9 

 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his 
great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, un-
defiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God’s power are being 
guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In this 
you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by 
various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than 
gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise 
and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. Though you have not seen 
him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and re-
joice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, obtaining the outcome 
of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 
 
ALLELUIA AND VERSE 

 
 

Choir: Eight days later, although the doors were locked, Jesus came and 
stood among his disciples and said, “Peace be with you.”  
 



7 

 

 

 
 
HOLY GOSPEL John 20:19-31 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 20th chapter. 

 
 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked 
where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them 
and said to them, “Peace be with you.” When he had said this, he showed them 
his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. Je-
sus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I 
am sending you.” And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are for-
given; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.” 
 Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Je-
sus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said 
to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger in-
to the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 
 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my 
hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but be-
lieve.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, 
“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet have believed.” 
 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not 
written in this book; but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

 
 
Sit 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: “Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense” # 741 

 

 

 

 
 
 5 Glorified, I shall anew 
      With this flesh then be enshrouded; 
  In this body I shall view 
      God, my Lord, with eyes unclouded; 
  In this flesh I then shall see 
  Jesus Christ eternally. 
 
 6 Then take comfort and rejoice, 
      For His members Christ will cherish. 
  Fear not, they will hear His voice; 
      Dying, they will never perish; 
  For the very grave is stirred 
  When the trumpet’s blast is heard. 
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 7 Laugh to scorn the gloomy grave 
      And at death no longer tremble; 
  He, the Lord, who came to save 
      Will at last His own assemble. 
  They will go their Lord to meet, 
  Treading death beneath their feet. 
 
 8 O, then, draw away your hearts 
      From all pleasures base and hollow; 
  Strive to share what He imparts 
      While you here His footsteps follow. 
  As you now still wait to rise, 
  Fix your hearts beyond the skies! 
 

SERMON 
 
Stand 
 
OFFERTORY 

 

 

 

 

 



10 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
 
SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
P Let us bless the Lord. 

 
 

BENEDICTION 
     P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
  The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

 
 
CLOSING HYMN: “In Thee Is Gladness” # 818 
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POSTLUDE: “In Thee Is Gladness” Johann Sebastian Bach 
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