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PRELUDE: “Like the Golden Sun Ascending” Johann Pachelbel 
(Text for meditation: See the Hymn of the Day)  

 

OPENING HYMN: “Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven” # 477 

 

 

 

COMMUNION STATEMENT ~ The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and 
glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very 
body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and 
with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside 
any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He 
comes. Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm 
and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not 
yet instructed, in doubt or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The              
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with 
the pastor or an Elder. For further study, see Matt. 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; 1 Cor. 11:17–34. 
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Stand 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 
to grant us forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
    Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal 
and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely 
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the 
sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful be-
ing. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Stand 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
  
INTROIT (Antiphon, Ps. 33:5-6; Ps. 33:1-3) 

The earth is full of the steadfast love of the LORD, alle- | luia.* 
    By the word of the LORD the heavens were made.  Alleluia, alle- | luia. 
Shout for joy in the LORD, O you | righteous!* 
    Praise befits the | upright. 
Give thanks to the LORD | with the lyre;* 
    make melody to him with the harp of | ten strings! 
Sing to him a | new song;* 
    play skillfully on the strings, with | loud shouts. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
    and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
    is now, and will be forever. | Amen.  
The earth is full of the steadfast love of the LORD, alle- | luia.* 
    By the word of the LORD the heavens were made.  Alleluia, alle- | luia. 

 
KYRIE  

 

 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
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COLLECT OF THE DAY  
P The Lord be with you. 

 
P Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the 

Shepherd of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the 
voice of our Shepherd we may know Him who calls us each by name and fol-
low where He leads; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Sit 
 

FIRST LESSON Acts 2:42-47 
  And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the prayers. And awe came upon every soul, and many 
wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. And all who believed 
were together and had all things in common. And they were selling their posses-
sions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. And 
day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, 
they received their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having 
favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those 
who were being saved. 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL Psalm 23 
The LORD is my | shepherd;*  
    I | shall not want. 
He makes me lie down in green | pastures.* 
    He leads me beside still | waters. 
He re- | stores my soul.* 
    He leads me in paths of righteousness for his | name’s sake. 
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil, for you are | with me;* 
    your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. 
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my | enemies;* 
    you anoint my head with oil; my cup | overflows. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life,* 
    and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD for- | ever. 
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EPISTLE 1 Peter 2:19-25 
 For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while 
suffering unjustly. For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you 
endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious 
thing in the sight of God. For to this you have been called, because Christ also 
suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps. 
He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. When he was re-
viled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but con-
tinued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in 
his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his 
wounds you have been healed. For you were straying like sheep, but have now 
returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 
 
ALLELUIA AND VERSE 

 
 

Choir: I am the good shepherd. I know my own, and my own know me. 
 

 

 
HOLY GOSPEL John 10:1-10 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 10th chapter. 

 
 [Jesus said:] “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by 
the door but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a robber. But he 
who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. To him the gatekeeper 
opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads 
them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the 
sheep follow him, for they know his voice. A stranger they will not follow, but 
they will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers.” This figure 
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of speech Jesus used with them, but they did not understand what he was saying 
to them. 
 So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the 
sheep. All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not lis-
ten to them. I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go 
in and out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I 
came that they may have life and have it abundantly.:  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

 
 

Sit 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Like the Golden Sun Ascending,” sts. 1-5 
 

 1.  Like the golden sun ascending, 
  Breaking through the gloom of night, 
  On the earth his glory spending 
  So that darkness takes to flight, 
  Thus my Jesus from the grave 
  And Death's dismal, dreadful cave 
  Rose triumphant Easter morning 
  At the early purple dawning. 
 
2.   Thanks to Thee, O Christ victorious! 
  Thanks to Thee, O Lord of Life! 
  Death hath now no power o'er us, 
  Thou hast conquered in the strife. 
  Thanks because Thou didst arise 
  And hast opened Paradise! 
  None can fully sing the glory 
  Of the resurrection story. 
 
3.  For my heart finds consolation 
  And my fainting soul grows brave 
  When I stand in contemplation 
  At Thy dark and dismal grave; 
  When I see where Thou didst sleep 
  In death’s dungeon dark and deep, 
  Yet didst break all bands asunder, 
  Must I not rejoice and wonder? 
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4.   Though I be by sin o'ertaken, 
  Though I lie in helplessness, 
  Though I be by friends forsaken 
  And must suffer sore distress, 
  Though I be despised, contemned, 
  And by all the world condemned, 
  Though the dark grave yawn before me, 
  Yet the light of hope shines o'er me. 
 
5.   Thou hast died for my transgression, 
  All my sins on Thee were laid; 
  Thou hast won for me salvation, 
  On the cross my debt was paid. 
  From the grave I shall arise 
  And shall meet Thee in the skies. 
  Death itself is transitory; 
  I shall lift my head in glory. 
 
 

SERMON 
 
HYMN: “Like the Golden Sun Ascending,” sts. 6-10 

6.  Satan’s arrows all lie broken, 
  Death and hell have met their doom; 
  Christ, Thy rising is the token: 
  Thou hast triumphed o’er the tomb. 
  Thou hast buried all my woe, 
  And my cup doth overflow; 
  By Thy resurrection glorious 
  I shall wave my palms victorious. 
 
7.  As the Son of God I know Thee, 
  For I see Thy sov’reign pow’r; 
  Sin and death shall not o’erthrow me 
  Even in my dying hour; 
  For Thy resurrection is 
  Surety for my heav’nly bliss, 
  And my baptism a reflection 
  Of Thy death and resurrection. 
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8.  Unto life Thou shalt arouse me 
  By Thy resurrection’s pow’r; 
  Thou the hideous grave shall house me, 
  And my flesh the worms devour; 
  Fire and water may destroy 
  My frail body, yet with joy 
  I shall rise as Thou hast risen 
  From the deep sepulchral prison. 
 
9.   Grant me grace, O blessed Savior, 
  And Thy Holy Spirit send 
  That my walk and my behavior 
  May be pleasing to the end; 
  That I may not fall again 
  Into death's grim pit and pain, 
  Whence by grace Thou hast retrieved me 
  And from which Thou hast relieved me. 
 
10. For the joy Thy advent gave me, 
  For Thy holy, precious Word; 
  For Thy Baptism, which doth save me, 
  For Thy blest Communion board; 
  For Thy death, the bitter scorn, 
  For Thy resurrection morn, 
  Lord, I thank Thee and extol Thee, 
  And in heaven I shall behold Thee. 

 
Stand 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

PREFACE AND SANCTUS 
P The Lord be with you. 

 
P Lift up your hearts. 
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary...evermore praising you and saying: 

 

 

 

 

 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

 
AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Sit 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
 
Stand 
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NUNC DIMITIS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
THANKSGIVING 

A O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good. 
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
A Let us pray. 
 
A O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 
His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask 
You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by 
Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Je-
sus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 
 
SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 
P Let us bless the Lord. 

 
 
 

BENEDICTION 
     P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
  The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



14 

 

CLOSING HYMN: “Praise to You and Adoration” # 692 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
POSTLUDE: “Like the Golden Sun Ascending” Johann Walther 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



15 

 

    
Acknowledgments 

• Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard 
Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by per-
mission. All rights reserved. 

• Service music from Divine Service, Setting Three 
• Created using Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 
• “Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven” Text st. 2 © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Pub-

lishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012002. 
 
 

 
 



16 

 


