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PRELUDE: from L’Ascension                                 Olivier Messiaen  
 “Serene Alleluias from a Soul Longing for Heaven”  
  We implore You, almighty God, that we may in mind dwell in heaven. 
 
Stand 
 
OPENING VERSICLES 
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PHOS HILARON sung by the Choir 
Joyous light of glory: 
of the immortal Father; 
heavenly, holy, blessed Jesus Christ. 
We have come to the setting of the sun, 
and we look to the evening light. 
We sing to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: 
You are worthy of being praised 
with pure voices forever. 
O Son of God, O Giver of life: 
the universe proclaims Your glory. 

 
THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT 

L We praise and thank you, O God, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
through whom You have enlightened us by revealing the light that never 
fades. Night is falling, and day’s allotted span draws to a close. The daylight 
which you created for our pleasure has fully satisfied us, and yet, of your free 
gift, now the evening lights do not fail us. We praise you and glorify you 
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord; through Him be glory, honor, and 
power to You in the Holy Spirit now and always and forever and ever. 

C Amen. 
 
Sit 

 
PSALMODY 

 
PSALM 141:1-4, 8 

 

 
 
Choir:  O Lord, I call to you; come to me quickly; hear my voice when I cry to 

you. 
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Choir:  Set a watch before my mouth, O Lord, and guard the door of my lips. 
 Let not my mouth incline to any evil thing; let me not be occupied in 

wickedness with evildoers. 
 But my eyes are turned to you, O God; in you I take refuge. Strip me 

not of my life. 
 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen 

 

 
 
PSALM 110           

Antiphon: Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, 
who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way, 
alleluia.  

 
The LORD says to my Lord:  “Sit at my | right hand,* 
    until I make your enemies your | footstool.” 
The LORD sends forth from Zion your mighty | scepter.* 
    Rule in the midst of your | enemies! 
Your people will offer themselves freely on the day of your power, in holy | 
garments;* 
    from the womb of the morning the dew of your youth | will be yours. 
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The LORD has sworn and will not | change his mind,* 
    “You are a priest forever after the order of Mel- | chizedek.” 
The Lord is at your | right hand;* 
    he will shatter kings on the day | of his wrath. 
He will execute judgment among the nations, filling them with | corpses;* 
    he will shatter chiefs over the | wide earth. 
He will drink from the brook | by the way;* 
    therefore he will lift | up his head. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
    and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
    is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 
Antiphon: Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, 

who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way, al-
leluia.  

 
PSALM 111 sung by the Choir 

Antiphon: And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, they said, 
“Alleluia!” 

 
Praise the LORD! I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, in the com-
pany of the upright, in the congregation. 
Great are the works of the LORD, studied by all who delight in them. 
Full of splendor and majesty is his work, and his righteousness endures forever. 
He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered; the LORD is gracious and 
merciful. 
He provides food for those who fear him; he remembers his covenant forever. 
He has shown his people the power of his works, in giving them the inheritance 
of the nations. 
The works of his hands are faithful and just; all his precepts are trustworthy; 
they are established forever and ever, to be performed with faithfulness and up-
rightness. 
He sent redemption to his people; he has commanded his covenant forever. Holy 
and awesome is his name! 
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all those who practice it have a 
good understanding. His praise endures forever! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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Antiphon: And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, they said, 
“Alleluia!” 

 
PSALM 112 sung by the Choir 

Antiphon: Lifting up his hands he blessed them, and he was carried up into 
heaven, alleluia. 

 
Praise the LORD! Blessèd is the man who fears the LORD, who greatly delights in 
his commandments! 
His offspring will be mighty in the land; the generation of the upright will be 
blessed. 
Wealth and riches are in his house, and his righteousness endures forever. 
Light dawns in the darkness for the upright; he is gracious, merciful, and right-
eous. 
It is well with the man who deals generously and lends; who conducts his affairs 
with justice. 
For the righteous will never be moved; he will be remembered forever. 
He is not afraid of bad news; his heart is firm, trusting in the LORD. 
His heart is steady; he will not be afraid, until he looks in triumph on his adver-
saries. 
He has distributed freely; he has given to the poor; his righteousness endures 
forever; his horn is exalted in honor. 
The wicked man sees it and is angry; he gnashes his teeth and melts away; the 
desire of the wicked will perish! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen 
 
Antiphon: Lifting up his hands he blessed them, and he was carried up into 

heaven, alleluia. 
 
PSALM 113 sung by the Choir 

Antiphon: Extol the King of kings, and sing a hymn to God, alleluia. 
 
Praise the LORD! Praise, O servants of the LORD, praise the name of the LORD! 
Blessed be the name of the LORD from this time forth and forevermore! 
From the rising of the sun to its setting the name of the LORD is to be praised! 
The LORD is high above all nations, and his glory above the heavens! 
Who is like the LORD our God, who is seated on high, who looks far down on the 
heavens and the earth? 
He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy from the ash heap, 
to make them sit with princes, with the princes of his people. 
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He gives the barren woman a home, making her the joyous mother of children.  
Praise the LORD! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Antiphon: Extol the King of kings, and sing a hymn to God, alleluia. 
 

PSALM 117 sung by the Choir 
Antiphon: As they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him into 

heaven, alleluia. 
 
Praise the LORD, all nations! Extol him, all peoples! 
For great is his steadfast love toward us, and the faithfulness of the LORD en-
dures forever. Praise the LORD! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen 
 
Antiphon: As they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him into 

heaven, alleluia. 
 

Stand 
 

LESSON 1 Peter 4:7-11 
 The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded 
for the sake of your prayers. Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since 
love covers a multitude of sins. Show hospitality to one another without grum-
bling. As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards 
of God’s varied grace: whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; who-
ever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in order that 
in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory 
and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
 
L O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Sit 
 
SERMON 
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RESPONSE: “Up through Endless Ranks of Angels” sung by the children of  
 St. John’s School 

 Up through endless ranks of angels, 
    Cries of triumph in His ears, 
To His heav’nly throne ascending, 
    Having vanquished all their fears, 
Christ looks down upon His faithful, 
    Leaving them in happy tears. 

 
 Death-destroying, life-restoring, 

    Proven equal to our need, 
Now for us before the Father 
    As our brother intercede; 
Flesh that for our world was wounded, 
    Living, for the wounded plead! 

 
 To our lives of wanton wand’ring 

    Send Your Spirit, promised guide; 
Through our lives of fear and failure 
    With Your pow’r and love abide; 
Welcome us, as You were welcomed, 
    To an endless Eastertide. 

 
 Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Oh, to breathe the Spirit’s grace! 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Oh, to see the Father’s face! 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Oh, to feel the Son’s embrace! 

 - Jaroslav Vajda, 1919-2008 
 
Stand 
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HYMN: “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing” 
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 5 O Lord, our homeward pathway bend 
  That our unwearied hearts ascend, 
      Alleluia, alleluia! 
  Where, seated on Your Father’s throne, 
  You reign as King of kings alone. 
      Alleluia, alleluia! 
      Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
 6 Be now our joy on earth, O Lord, 
  And be our future great reward. 
      Alleluia, alleluia! 
  Then, throned with You forever, we 
  Shall praise Your name eternally. 
      Alleluia, alleluia! 
      Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
 7 O risen Christ, ascended Lord, 
  All praise to You let earth accord: 
      Alleluia, alleluia! 
  You are, while endless ages run, 
  With Father and with Spirit one. 
      Alleluia, alleluia! 
      Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
Choir: The LORD has established, alleluia, his throne in the heavens, alleluia. 
 
 

MAGNIFICAT sung by the Choir 
 setting by Healey Willan 

Antiphon: I have said these things to you, that when their hour comes you may 
remember that I told them to you, alleluia. 

 
My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God, my Savior. 
For He hath regarded the low estate of His handmaiden. 
For, behold, from henceforth, all generations shall call me blessed. 
For He that is mighty hath done to me great things, and holy is His name. 
And His mercy is on them that fear Him from generation to generation. 
He hath showed strength with His arm; He hath scattered the proud in the imag-
ination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seats and exalted them of low degree. 
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He hath filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He hath sent empty 
away. 
He hath holpen His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy, as He spake to 
our fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed forever. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 
Antiphon: I have said these things to you, that when their hour comes you may 

remember that I told them to you, alleluia. 
 

 
PRAYER 

 
KYRIE  

 
 
LORD’S PRAYER sung by the Choir 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
SALUTATION AND COLLECTS 
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L Almighty, everlasting God, make us to have always a devout will toward You 

and to serve Your Majesty with a pure heart; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

 

 
 
L Lord God, heavenly Father, who has made us stewards of Your manifold gifts 

and alone gives ability for every duty, we implore You, forgive us all that we 
have done amiss, and govern us by Your Holy Spirit, that our love may be fer-
vent, that we may faithfully minister our gifts one to one another, continually 
increase in temperance and godliness, to the end that in all things You may be 
glorified, and that we may obtain everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord.  

 
 
L Almighty God, who has commanded us to pray for the gift of the Holy Spirit, 

most heartily we implore You, through Jesus Christ, our Advocate, to grant us 
Your Holy Spirit, that He may quicken our hearts by Your saving Word and 
lead us into all truth, that He may guide, instruct, enlighten, govern, comfort, 
and sanctify us unto everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 
 
Choir: O King of Glory, Lord of hosts, who did this day ascend in triumph far 

above all heavens, leave us not comfortless, but send to us the Spirit of 
Truth, promised of the Father, alleluia. 

 
 The LORD has established, alleluia, his throne in the heavens, alleluia. 
 
L Grant, we implore You, almighty God, that just as we believe Your only-
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begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to have ascended into the heavens, so 
may we also in heart and mind there ascend and with Him continually dwell;  
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 
 

BENEDICAMUS 

 

 
 
BENEDICTION 
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TE DEUM: “Holy God, We Praise Your Name” 

 

 

 

 
 
 4 Holy Father, holy Son, 
      Holy Spirit, three we name Thee; 
  Though in essence only one, 
      Undivided God we claim Thee 
  And, adoring, bend the knee 
  While we own the mystery. 
 
 5 Thou art King of Glory, Christ; 
      Son of God, yet born of Mary. 
  For us sinners sacrificed, 
      As to death a Tributary, 
  First to break the bars of death, 
  Thou hast opened heav’n to faith. 
 
 6 From Thy high celestial home, 
      Judge of all, again returning, 
  We believe that Thou shalt come 
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      On that final judgment morning, 
  When Thy voice shall shake the earth 
  And the startled dead come forth. 
 
 7 Spare Thy people, Lord, we pray, 
      By a thousand snares surrounded; 
  Keep us without sin today, 
      Never let us be confounded. 
  Lo, I put my trust in Thee; 
  Never, Lord, abandon me. 
 
 

POSTLUDE: “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name” Matthew Corl 
 
 

Please join us for a reception in Blanchard Hall hosted by the ladies of the LWML. 
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