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COMMUNION STATEMENT ~ The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and 
glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very 
body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and 
with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside 
any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He 
comes. Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm 
and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not 
yet instructed, in doubt or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The              
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with 
the pastor or an Elder. For further study, see Matt. 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; 1 Cor. 11:17–34. 
 

PRELUDE: “We Praise, O Christ, Your Holy Name”  Dietrich Buxtehude 
(Text for meditation: See the Sequence Hymn) 

 

OPENING HYMN: “O Come, All Ye Faithful”           # 379 
Descant on st. 3 by David Willcocks 

  

Stand 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 
grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

    Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal 
and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely 
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake 
of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Je-
sus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins 
in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
Stand 

 



 

 

2 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
  

INTROIT        (Antiphon, Is. 9:6; Ps. 98:1, 2-3) 
To us a | child is born,* 
    and to us a son is | given; 
and the government shall be upon his | shoulder,* 
    and his name shall be called Wonderful | Counselor. 
Oh sing to the LORD a | new song,* 
    for he has done | marvelous things! 
The LORD has made known his sal- | vation;* 
    he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the | nations. 
He has remembered his steadfast love and | faithfulness* 
    to the house of | Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
    and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
    is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
To us a | child is born,* 
    and to us a son is | given; 
and the government shall be upon his | shoulder,* 
    and his name shall be called Wonderful | Counselor. 

 

KYRIE  

 

 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
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COLLECT OF THE DAY  
P The Lord be with you. 

 
P Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh may 

set us free from the bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Sit 
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OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Exodus 40:17-21, 34-38 
 In the first month in the second year, on the first day of the month, the             
tabernacle was erected. Moses erected the tabernacle. He laid its bases, and set 
up its frames, and put in its poles, and raised up its pillars. And he spread the 
tent over the tabernacle and put the covering of the tent over it, as the LORD 
had commanded Moses. He took the testimony and put it into the ark, and put 
the poles on the ark and set the mercy seat above on the ark. And he brought 
the ark into the tabernacle and set up the veil of the screen, and screened the ark 
of the testimony, as the LORD had commanded Moses.  
 Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled 
the tabernacle. And Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the 
cloud settled on it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. Throughout 
all their journeys, whenever the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, 
the people of Israel would set out. But if the cloud was not taken up, then they 
did not set out till the day that it was taken up. For the cloud of the LORD was 
on the tabernacle by day, and fire was in it by night, in the sight of all the house 
of Israel throughout all their journeys. 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL Psalm 98 
Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done | marvelous things!* 
    His right hand and his holy arm have worked salva- | tion for him. 
The LORD has made known his sal- | vation;* 
    he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the | nations. 
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of | Israel.* 
    All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation | of our God. 
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, | all the earth;* 
    break forth into joyous song and sing | praises! 
Sing praises to the LORD | with the lyre,* 
    with the lyre and the sound of | melody! 
With trumpets and the sound | of the horn* 
    make a joyful noise before the | King, the LORD! 
Let the sea roar, and all that | fills it;* 
    the world and those who | dwell in it! 
Let the rivers clap their hands; let the hills sing for joy together be- | fore 
the LORD,* 
    for he comes to | judge the earth. 
He will judge the world with | righteousness,* 
    and the peoples with | equity. 
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EPISTLE Hebrews 1:1-14 
 Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the 
prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed 
the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. He is the radiance of 
the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by 
the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right 
hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name 
he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 
 For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son, today I have               
begotten you”? Or again, “I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son”? And 
again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God’s angels  
worship him.” Of the angels he says, “He makes his angels winds, and his ministers a 
flame of fire.” But of the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, the 
scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom. You have loved righteousness 
and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of 
gladness beyond your companions.” And, “You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth 
in the beginning, and the heavens are the work of your hands; they will perish, but 
you remain; they will all wear out like a garment, like a robe you will roll them up, 
like a garment they will be changed. But you are the same, and your years will have 
no end.” And to which of the angels has he ever said, “Sit at my right hand until I 
make your enemies a footstool for your feet”? Are they not all ministering spirits sent 
out to serve for the sake of those who are to inherit salvation? 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 
 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE 

 
 

A holy day has dawned upon us. Come, you nations, and worship the Lord, for 
this day a great light has descended upon the earth.  
 

 
 

SEQUENCE: “We Praise, O Christ, Your Holy Name”     sung by the Choir 
setting by Carl Schalk 

We praise, O Christ, Your holy name. 
Truly human child You came, 
From virgin born; this word is true. 
Your angels are rejoicing too. Lord, have mercy. 
 

Now in the manger one may see 
God’s Son from eternity, 
The gift from God’s eternal throne 
Here clothed in our poor flesh and bone. Lord, have mercy. 
 



 

 

6 

The virgin mother lulls to sleep 
Him who rules the cosmic deep; 
This infant is the Lord of day, 
Whom all the turning worlds obey. Lord, have mercy. 
 

The Light Eternal breaking through, 
Made the world to gleam anew, 
His beams have pierced the core of night, 
He makes us children of the light. Lord, have mercy. 
 

The Prince, God’s very Son, came here, 
Guest among the sons of fear. 
His banner leads us out of woe, 
And to His royal hall we go. Lord, have mercy. 
 

Such grace toward us now fills with light 
Length and breadth and depth and height! 
O endless ages, raise your voice; 
O Christendom, rejoice, rejoice! Lord, have mercy. 
  - German hymn, 1370, st. 1; Martin Luther, 1483-1546, sts. 2-6 
 Tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913-2001 

HOLY GOSPEL            John 1:1-18 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1st chapter. 

 
  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and  
without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life was 
the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome 
it. 
 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to 
bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, 
but came to bear witness about the light. 
 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in 
the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. He 
came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive 
him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who 
were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 
 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory 
as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John bore witness about 
him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks             
before me, because he was before me.’”) And from his fullness we have all received, 
grace upon grace. For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s 
side, he has made him known. 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
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NICENE CREED 
 I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of 
all things visible and invisible. 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,           
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and 
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was 
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the 
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to 
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I 
look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”  

All:

 

 

 

 
 

Choir:  4 O that birth forever blessèd 
    When the Virgin, full of grace, 
    By the Holy Ghost conceiving 
    Bore the Savior of our race, 
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    And the Babe, the world’s Redeemer, 
    First revealed His sacred face, 
    Evermore and evermore. 
 

All:  5 O ye heights of heav’n, adore Him; 
    Angel-hosts, His praises sing; 
    Pow’rs, dominions, bow before Him, 
    And extol our God and King: 
    Let no tongue on earth be silent, 
    Ev’ry voice in concert ring, 
    Evermore and evermore. 
 

Choir:  6 This is He whom seers and sages 
    Chanted of with one accord; 
    Whom the writings of the prophets 
    Promised in their faithful word; 
    Now He shines, the long-expected: 
    Let creation praise its Lord, 
    Evermore and evermore. 

 

All:  7 Hail, Thou Judge of souls departed! 
    Hail, Thou King of them that live! 
    On the Father’s throne exalted 
    None in might with Thee may strive; 
    Who at last in judgment coming 
    Sinners from Thy face shalt drive, 
    Evermore and evermore. 
 

All:  8 Now let old and young men’s voices 
    Join with boys’ Thy name to sing, 
    Matrons, virgins, little maidens 
    In glad chorus answering; 
    Let their guileless songs re-echo, 
    And the heart its praises bring, 
    Evermore and evermore. 

 

Stand 
All:  9 Christ, to Thee, with God the Father, 
    And, O Holy Ghost, to Thee, 
    Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving 
    And unwearied praises be, 
    Honor, glory, and dominion, 
    And eternal victory, 
    Evermore and evermore. 

 
 
SERMON 
 

Stand 
 



 

 

OFFERTORY 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
 

OFFERING 
Choir: “Come Rejoicing, Praises Voicing” Benjamin M. Culli 

Come, rejoicing, Praises voicing, 
Christmas Day is breaking; 
Now the Eternal, Lord supernal, 
Human form is taking. 
On the hay—lo, behold 
Virgin’s Son, as foretold— 
Lies the precious Infant in the wintry cold. 
 

Unabated For Him waited 
Many generations; 
Him now proudly Angels loudly 
Praise the Hope of nations. 
Let us, then, gladly sing, 
Let our songs happily ring, 
As we to this holy Child our praises bring. 
 

Tender Flower, Mighty Tower, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior; 
Heavenly Treasure, Without measure 
Thee we love forever. 
Lord and King with out end, 
Our poor hearts now befriend, 
All Thy gifts of grace and goodness to us send. 

- Juraj Tranovský, 1591-1637 
Tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

PREFACE AND SANCTUS 
P The Lord be with you. 

 

P Lift up your hearts. 

 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary...evermore praising you and saying: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

PAX DOMINI 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
HYMN: “To Shepherds as They Watched by Night” 
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 5 Not one He will or can forsake 
  Who Him his confidence doth make. 
  Let all his wiles the Tempter try, 
  You may his utmost pow'rs defy. 
 

 6 Ye shall and must at last prevail; 
  God's own ye are, ye cannot fail. 
  To God forever sing your praise 
  With joy and patience all your days. 

 

Stand 
 
NUNC DIMITIS 
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THANKSGIVING 
A O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good. 

 

 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A Let us pray. 
A O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His 
sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You 
not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your 
Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spir-
it, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS 
P The Lord be with you. 

 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

 
 

BENEDICTION 
     P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
  The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

 
 

CLOSING HYMN: “Joy to the World”             # 387 
  

POSTLUDE: “O Come, All Ye Faithful” David Blackwell  
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Merry Christmas 


