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Prayer Service for our Nation 
 
Responsive Prayer 2                    LSB 285 

  

Opening Versicles 

  

Hymn 752: Be Still, My Soul 

  

First Reading: Matthew 10:24–39 

Second Reading: Revelation 21:1–8 

  

Hymn 763: When Peace, like a River 

  

Kyrie 

Lord’s Prayer 

Apostle’s Creed 

  

Versicles 

Collects Including time for personal prayer. 
Luther’s Evening Prayer 

  

Benedicamus and Blessing 

  

Hymn 941 We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O God 
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COMMUNION STATEMENT ~ The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession 
and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His 
very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him 
and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set 
aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death un-
til He comes. Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great 
harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who 
are not yet instructed, in doubt or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The              
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with 
the pastor or an Elder. For further study, see Matt. 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; 1 Cor. 11:17–34. 
 
 

PRELUDE 
 
OPENING HYMN: “How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds” # 524 

 

 

 
 
 5 How weak the effort of my heart, 
      How cold my warmest thought! 
  But when I see Thee as Thou art, 
      I’ll praise Thee as I ought. 
 
 6 Till then I would Thy love proclaim 
      With ev’ry fleeting breath; 
  And may the music of Thy name 
      Refresh my soul in death! 
 

Stand 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly de-
serve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Je-
sus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 
holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
  

INTROIT       (Antiphon, Ps. 25:16, 18; Ps. 25:1-2, 4, 17) 
Turn to me and be gracious to | me, O Lord,* 
     for I am lonely and af- | flicted. 
Consider my affliction and my | trouble,* 
    and forgive | all my sins. 
To you, O LORD, I lift | up my soul.* 
    O my God, in you I trust; let me not be | put to shame. 
Make me to know your | ways, O LORD;* 
    teach | me your paths. 
The troubles of my heart | are enlarged;* 
    bring me out of my dis- | tresses. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
    and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
    is now, and will be forever. | Amen.  
Turn to me and be gracious to | me, O Lord,* 
     for I am lonely and af- | flicted. 
Consider my affliction and my | trouble,* 
    and forgive | all my sins. 
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KYRIE # 944 

 

 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 
P Let us pray. 
 O God, whose never-failing providence sets in order all things both in heav-

en and earth, put away from us, we entreat You, all hurtful things, and give 
us those things that are profitable for us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
     

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                              Deuteronomy 11:18-21, 26-28 
 [Moses said to the people:] “You shall therefore lay up these words of mine 
in your heart and in your soul, and you shall bind them as a sign on your hand, 
and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You shall teach them to your 
children, talking of them when you are sitting in your house, and when you are 
walking by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. You shall write 
them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates, that your days and the 
days of your children may be multiplied in the land that the LORD swore to 
your fathers to give them, as long as the heavens are above the earth.  
 “See, I am setting before you today a blessing and a curse: the blessing, if 
you obey the commandments of the LORD your God, which I command you to-
day, and the curse, if you do not obey the commandments of the LORD your 
God, but turn aside from the way that I am commanding you today, to go after 
other gods that you have not known.” 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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GRADUAL Psalm 31 
In you, O LORD, do I take refuge; let me never be | put to shame;* 
    in your righteousness de- | liver me! 
Incline your ear to me; rescue me | speedily!* 
    Be a rock of refuge for me, a strong fortress to | save me! 
For you are my rock and my | fortress;* 
    and for your name’s sake you lead me and | guide me; 
you take me out of the net they have hidden | for me,* 
    for you are my | refuge. 
Into your hand I commit my | spirit;* 
    you have redeemed me, O LORD, | faithful God. 
I hate those who pay regard to worthless | idols,* 
    but I trust | in the LORD. 
I will rejoice and be glad in your | steadfast love,* 
    because you have seen my affliction; you have known the distress | of my  
    soul, 
and you have not delivered me into the hand of the | enemy;* 
    you have set my feet in a | broad place. 
Be gracious to me, O LORD, for I am | in distress;* 
    my eye is wasted from grief; my soul and my body | also. 
For my life is spent with sorrow, and my years with | sighing;* 
    my strength fails because of my iniquity, and my bones | waste away. 
Because of all my adversaries I have become a reproach, especially to my 
neighbors, and an object of dread to my ac- | quaintances;* 
    those who see me in the street | flee from me. 
I have been forgotten like one | who is dead;* 
    I have become like a broken | vessel. 
For I hear the whispering of many—terror on | every side!—* 
    as they scheme together against me, as they plot to | take my life. 
But I trust in you, | O LORD;* 
    I say, “You | are my God.” 
My times are | in your hand;* 
    rescue me from the hand of my enemies and from my perse- | cutors! 
Make your face shine on your | servant;* 
    save me in your | steadfast love! 
O LORD, let me not be put to shame, for I call up- | on you;* 
    let the wicked be put to shame; let them go silently | to Sheol. 
Let the lying | lips be mute,* 
    which speak insolently against the righteous in pride | and contempt. 
Oh, how abundant is your goodness, which you have stored up for those 
who | fear you* 
    and worked for those who take refuge in you, in the sight of the children  
    of | mankind! 
In the cover of your presence you hide them from the | plots of men;* 
    you store them in your shelter from the | strife of tongues. 
Blesséd | be the LORD,* 
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    for he has wondrously shown his steadfast love to me when I was in a be- 
    sieged | city. 
I had said in my alarm, “I am cut off | from your sight.”* 
    But you heard the voice of my pleas for mercy when I cried to | you for help. 
Love the LORD, all | you his saints!* 
    The LORD preserves the faithful but abundantly repays the one who | acts  
    in pride. 
Be strong, and let your heart take | courage,* 
    all you who wait | for the LORD! 
 

EPISTLE Romans 3:21-28 
 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law,  
although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it—the righteousness of God 
through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: for 
all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace 
as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward 
as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s 
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 
It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and 
the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 
 Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By 
a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. For we hold that one is justified by 
faith apart from works of the law.  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 7:15-29 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 7th chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
 [Jesus said:] “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing 
but inwardly are ravenous wolves. You will recognize them by their fruits. Are 
grapes gathered from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? So, every healthy tree 
bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. A healthy tree cannot bear 
bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear 
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Thus you will recognize them by 
their fruits. 
 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heav-
en, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. On that day 
many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast 
out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ And then 
will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of law-
lessness.’ 
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 “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a 
wise man who built his house on the rock. And the rain fell, and the floods came, 
and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been 
founded on the rock. And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not 
do them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. And the rain 
fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it 
fell, and great was the fall of it.” 
 And when Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished at his 
teaching, for he was teaching them as one who had authority, and not as their 
scribes. 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: “I Know My Faith Is Founded” # 587 
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SERMON 
 
HYMN: “How Firm a Foundation” # 728 

 

 

 

 
 
 5 “Throughout all their lifetime My people will prove 
  My sov’reign, eternal, unchangeable love; 
  And then, when gray hairs will their temples adorn, 
  Like lambs they will still in My bosom be borne.” 
 Stand 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

PREFACE AND SANCTUS 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is meet and right so to do. 
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary...evermore praising you and saying: 

 

 

 

 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth...one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER  

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and   ever. 
Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
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PAX DOMINI 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

 
AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 
 
Sit 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
 
Stand 
 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A Let us pray. 
 
A We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 
 
SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 
A Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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BENEDICTION 
     P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

   The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
   The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
C Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN: “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” # 575 

 

 

 

 
 

POSTLUDE 
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