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PRELUDE: “I Know My Faith Is Founded” Dietrich Buxtehude 

(Text for meditation: See the Closing Hymn) 
 

OPENING HYMN: “Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus” # 531 

 

 

COMMUNION STATEMENT ~ The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and 
glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very 
body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and 
with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside 
any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He 
comes. Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm 
and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not 
yet instructed, in doubt or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The              
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with 
the pastor or an Elder. For further study, see Matt. 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; 1 Cor. 11:17–34. 
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Stand 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 
to grant us forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
    Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal 
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and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely 
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake 
of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Je-
sus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins 
in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
  
INTROIT                                            (Antiphon, Ps. 27:7, 8-9; Ps. 27:1, 4) 

Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud, alle- | luia.* 
    You have said, | “Seek my face.” 
My heart says to you, “Your face, LORD, | do I seek.”* 
    Hide not your face from me. Alleluia, alle- | luia. 
The LORD is my light and my sal- | vation;* 
    whom | shall I fear? 
One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek | after:* 
    that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days | of my life. 
To gaze upon the beauty | of the LORD* 
    and to inquire in his | temple. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
    and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
    is now, and will be forever. | Amen.  
Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud, alle- | luia.* 
    You have said, | “Seek my face.” 
My heart says to you, “Your face, LORD, | do I seek.”* 
    Hide not your face from me. Alleluia, alle- | luia. 

 
KYRIE  

 

 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
P Let us pray. 
 
P Almighty, everlasting God, make us to have always a devout will toward You 

and to serve Your Majesty with a pure heart; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen 
 

Sit 
 

FIRST LESSON                                                                             Acts 1:12-26 
  Then [the apostles] returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, 
which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. And when they had en-
tered, they went up to the upper room, where they were staying, Peter and John 
and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James 
the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James. All these 
with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women 
and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers. 
 In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was 
in all about 120) and said, “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the 
Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who be-
came a guide to those who arrested Jesus. For he was numbered among us and 
was allotted his share in this ministry.” (Now this man bought a field with the re-
ward of his wickedness, and falling headlong he burst open in the middle and all 
his bowels gushed out. And it became known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
so that the field was called in their own language Akeldama, that is, Field of 
Blood.) “For it is written in the Book of Psalms, “‘May his camp become deso-
late, and let there be no one to dwell in it’; and “‘Let another take his office.’ So 
one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus 
went in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day 
when he was taken up from us—one of these men must become with us a wit-
ness to his resurrection.” And they put forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, 
who was also called Justus, and Matthias. And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, 
who know the hearts of all, show which one of these two you have chosen to 
take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to 
go to his own place.” And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, 
and he was numbered with the eleven apostles. 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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GRADUAL                                                                                                Psalm 1 
Blessèd is the man who walks not in the counsel of the | wicked,* 
    nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of | scoffers; 
but his delight is in the law | of the LORD,* 
    and on his law he meditates | day and night. 
He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and 
its leaf does not | wither.* 
    In all that he does, he | prospers. 
The wicked | are not so,* 
    but are like chaff that the wind | drives away. 
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the | judgment,* 
    nor sinners in the congregation of the | righteous; 
for the LORD knows the way of the | righteous,* 
    but the way of the wicked will | perish. 

 
EPISTLE                                                                                             1 John 5:9-15 

 If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater, for this is 
the testimony of God that he has borne concerning his Son. Whoever believes in 
the Son of God has the testimony in himself. Whoever does not believe God has 
made him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God has borne 
concerning his Son. And this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and 
this life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the 
Son of God does not have life. 
 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God that you 
may know that you have eternal life. And this is the confidence that we have to-
ward him, that if we ask anything according to his will he hears us. And if we 
know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests 
that we have asked of him. 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 
 
ALLELUIA AND VERSE 

 
 

The Lord said, “I will not leave you orphans. I will come to you, and your 
hearts will rejoice.” 
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HOLY GOSPEL                                                                          John 17:11b-19 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 17th chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
 [Jesus said:] “I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am 
coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, 
that they may be one, even as we are one. While I was with them, I kept them in 
your name, which you have given me. I have guarded them, and not one of them 
has been lost except the son of destruction, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. 
But now I am coming to you, and these things I speak in the world, that they 
may have my joy fulfilled in themselves. I have given them your word, and the 
world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the 
world. I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them 
from the evil one. They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. Sanc-
tify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, so I 
have sent them into the world. And for their sake I consecrate myself, that they 
also may be sanctified in truth.” 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 
Sit 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: “See, the Lord Ascends in Triumph” # 494 
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 5 He has raised our human nature 
      On the clouds to God’s right hand; 
  There we sit in heav’nly places, 
      There with Him in glory stand. 
  Jesus reigns, adored by angels; 
      Man with God is on the throne. 
  By our mighty Lord’s ascension 
      We by faith behold our own. 

 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: “See, the Lord Ascends in Triumph” # 494, sts. 6-10 

6  Holy Ghost, Illuminator, 
      Shed Your beams upon our eyes, 
  Help us to look up with Stephen 
      And to see beyond the skies, 
  Where the Son of Man in glory 
      Standing is at God’s right hand. 
  Beck’ning on His martyr army, 
      Succoring His faithful band. 
 
7  See Him who is gone before us 
      Heav’nly mansions to prepare; 
  See Him who is ever pleading 
      For us with prevailing prayer; 
  See Him who with sound of trumpet 
      And with His angelic train, 
  Summoning the world to Judgment, 
      On the clouds will come again. 
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8  Raise us up from earth to heaven, 
      Give us wings of faith and love, 
  Gales of holy aspirations 
      Wafting us to realms above, 
  That, with hearts and minds uplifted, 
      We with Christ, our Lord, may dwell 
  Where He sits enthroned in glory 
      In His holy citadel. 
 
9  So at last, when He appeareth, 
      We from our own graves may spring, 
  With our youth renewed like eagles’, 
      Flocking round our heavenly King. 
  Caught up on the clouds of heaven, 
      And may meet Him in the air, 
  Rise to realms where He is reigning 
      And may reign forever there. 
 
10  Glory be to God the Father; 
      Glory be to God the Son, 
  Dying, ris’n, ascending for us, 
      Who the heav’nly realm hath won. 
  Glory to the Holy Spirit! 
      To One God in Persons Three 
  Glory both in earth and heaven, 
      Glory, endless glory, be. 

 
Stand 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

PREFACE AND SANCTUS 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up unto the Lord. 

 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is meet and right so to do. 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary...evermore praising you and saying: 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P Blessed are You...one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

PAX DOMINI 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen 

 
AGNUS DEI 
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Sit 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

Stand 
 

THANKSGIVING 
A O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good. 
C And His mercy endureth forever. 

 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A Let us pray. 
A O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His 
sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You 
not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your 
Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spir-
it, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 
SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 

A Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION 
    P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
C Amen 
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CLOSING HYMN: “I Know My Faith Is Founded” # 587 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

POSTLUDE: “I Know My Faith Is Founded” Dietrich Buxtehude 
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