
 

 

 

 The Epistle of 

 

Continued on page 2... 

s I walked into St. John’s Lutheran 

School on the first day of classes, I went to 
each room to introduce myself. As I went 
about doing this there were many new faces, 
some of them teachers most of them new 
students. However, more often than not, I 
saw people both student and staff that were 
very familiar to me. 
  
It’s always nice when you begin something 
new, and you have those people you’ve al-
ready worked with. You know how they 
think, you know who they are, you know 
you can get along with them well. Yet, in the 
same vein, there are the ones who are new, 
and with this comes an excitement. New re-
lationships, new ideas, and a fresh approach 
to many things. 
  
With this said, let me take a long leap and 
connect this to something you probably 
wouldn’t think about. On the last day of this 
earth, at the sound of the trumpet, the shout 
of the archangel when Jesus will appear de-
scending to this earth, we will have the same 
situation.  Yes, it is the last day of this world, 
but it is also the first day of eternity in his 
kingdom for those who are one with Jesus. 
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please type and submit articles  
by email  to Lacy Urban at: 

lacy@stjohnsmoore.life 
EMAILING ARTICLES HELPS TO ELIMINATE ERRORS.

September 15th at NOON 



 

 

 

 
 The Apostle John gives us a glimpse of how this will 
look: Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for 
the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, 
and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, 
new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 
God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
“Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He 
will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and 
God himself will be with them as their God. He will 
wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall 
be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor cry-
ing, nor pain anymore, for the former things have 
passed away.” And he who was seated on the throne 
said, “Behold, I am making all things 
new.” (Revelation 21:1-5a ESV) 
  
It’s always good to see old familiar faces, and it’s al-
so refreshing to find new friends. On the last day, 
which is also the first day, we will see familiar faces 
as well as new friends with whom we will live togeth-
er with Christ in his kingdom forever. This is the joy 
that he has set before us, that in his death and resur-
rection we and all who believe, have this life forever. 
Amen. 
 

In Christ, 
Pastor Bersche 
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August 1st Sean & Melissa Ferguson 

August 4th Brian & Taylor Levendusky 

August 9th Bob & Sheila Striegel 

August 12th Greg & Bobbie Graumann 

August 14th Bill & Karen Barbre 

August 16th Keith & Lucille Wilson 
August 17th Andrew & Kari Willis 

August 18th Charles & Janell Levendusky 

August 19th Pastor Mark & Wendy Bersche 

August 19th Gary & Cindy Eskew 
August 21st Ricky & Norma Musgrove 

August 25th Jonathan & Theresa Roggow 

August 25th Doris & David Harding 

August 2nd Jeremy Stone 

August 3rd Mary Riley, Monica Harper 

August 6th Bobbie Sollenberger 

August 7th Henriette Pratt, Ronnie Blaine 

August 8th Linda Koeltzow, Steve Lake 
August 9th Jennifer Tolman 

August 14th Larry Peck, Linda Melton 

August 17th Carly Reichert, Tyson Witt 

August 20th 
Elisha Basford, Jack Benter, Jim 
Heinen 

August 21st Nathan Mathes 

August 23rd Audrey Aiken, Andrew Willis 

August 28th Ashleigh Bersche 

August 31st Sue Patterson, Christopher 



 

 

 

 

September 10th Kent & Jo Carter 

September 27th Frank & Donna Fichtl 

September 1st Rhonda O'Connor, Mike Riley 

September 2nd Brent Roggow 

September 4th Larry Urish, Michael Karner, Da-

September 5th Gene Groover, Melissa Ferguson 

September 7th Gladys Reed 
September 8th Terry Frazier, Lucille Wilson 

September 12th Dalton Payne 

September 13th Ken Flesher 

September 17th Anna Johnson 
September 18th Larry Kasheimer 

September 19th Taylor Bersche 

September 21st Carl Karner, Ryan Groh, Tracy 

September 23rd Emily Benter 

September 25th Kristin Self 

September 26th Charles Levendusky 

September 27th Faith Benter, Ricco Picione 

September 28th Beverly Eskew 

Want to run as a team? 
Saturday October 5 is the OKC River Run 
at Wiley Post Park in OKC. This run has a 
5k (three miles), a 10k which is six miles, 
and a half marathon to it. The 5k starts at 
8:50 a.m. The half marathon starts at 8 a.m. 
The 10k starts at 9:00 a.m. 6:30 to 8:30 a.m. 
is the time in which those running can 
pick up their race packets. 
 

I would like to form a team again for this 
run. The team like the last two years when 
I and others ran this will still be named 
Team Neveah. This team is named in hon-
or of Neveah a four-year-old girl in our 
congregation with this disability. 
The goal of the OKC River Run is to raise 
support and awareness for Rett Syndrome, 
which is a genetic disorder that affects 
mainly girls and it may impair the girl’s 
ability to speak, walk, eat, and to be able to 
breathe easily. 
 

If you are unable to run or walk in this 
event that Saturday you can donate online 
at the donate link on runsignup.com/
donate/OKCRiverRun and the money will 
go towards this cause. If you are unable to 
donate online then I will accept donations 
and I will make sure that it goes to the 
right person from the Rett Syndrome 
Foundation after the race. If choosing to 
write and pay through checks then make 
the checks payable to Robyn Bishard. She 
works with the Rett Syndrome Foundation 
and she manages the OKC River Run. 

Thank you, 
Jennifer Karner 

http://runsignup.com/donate/OKCRiverRun
http://runsignup.com/donate/OKCRiverRun


 

 

 

 WATER AND THE WORD FOR RURAL SCHOOLS IN KENYA 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Kenya — $80,000 

 
I was thirsty and you gave me drink (Matthew 25:35). 

And whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold water because he is a disciple, truly, I 
say to you, he will by no means lose his reward (Matthew 10:42).  

 
The children in Kenya struggle to have water in their schools and often walk miles each 
day to gather water that is not necessarily clean water. Very often, the children must leave 
school and walk to the local water source. These water sources can be miles away from 
the school. Children are not only drinking dirty water and getting sick, but falling behind 
in school because they spend so much of their day hauling water.  
 
In 2008, a man from Nebraska traveling in East Africa saw the need for clean water and 
sought a way to help. Through contact with a social worker and educator in Nakuru,  
Kenya, he devised a system of water harvesting equipment (rain gutters and tanks),             
filters, hand wash stations and clean water storage to be installed in schools in Kenya.  
 
In 2016, LCMS members from Nebraska took over the management of the project. They 
visit Kenya every year traveling to schools assessing their water needs. Then teams from 
the US go to install rain gutters and tanks for storage. Hand wash stations and clean water 
“buckets” are placed in all classrooms. The members teach personal hygiene,                       
hand-washing and the importance of drinking only clean water. Water, Sanitation, and 
Hygiene (WASH) clubs, made up of students and staff, are formed to be responsible for 
the clean water program.  
 
This grant will help the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya (ELCK) extend their              
ministry by expanding the clean water project to their schools and orphanages thereby 
building a relationship with ELCK as they provide sound biblical teachings in their             
sponsored schools. Every dollar goes to help bring clean water and the Word to the                
children in Kenya! 



 

 

 

GRANT   AMOUNT PAID 

1 OK District Ministerial Students $12,000 $6,000 

2 OK District Professional Church Workers' Schol-

arships 

$12,000 $9,000 

3 Equipment for Redeemer Lutheran Church, 

Claremore, OK 

$7,000 $7,000 

4 MEND Medical Clinic and Pregnancy Resource 

Center, Tulsa, OK 

$5,000 $2,500 

5 Canoes for Lutherhaven Retreat Center, 

Knowles, OK 

$2,000 $2,000 

6 Lutheran Braille Workers, Inc., Tulsa and Ed-

mond, OK 

$5,000 $5,000 

7 Financial Assistance for Concordia Theological 

Seminary Food and Clothing Co-op, Ft. Wayne, 

IN 

$5,000 $2,500 

8 Trinity Hope Haitian Feeding Program, Lutheran 

Churches in Haiti 

$5,000 $5,000 

9 Assistance for LWML Members’ Mission Trip, 

OK District 

$6,000 $3,000 

10 Holy Cow Smokers Disaster Relief Ministry, 

Lamb of God Lutheran Church, Flower Mound, 

TX 

$5,000 $2,500 

11 Mission Central Support for Missionary Expens-

es, Mapleton, IA 

$10,000 $10,000 

12 Funds for iPads and Software for Underprivi-

leged Students, Good Shepherd Lutheran, Mid-

west City, OK 

$4,000 $4,000 

13 Lutherans for Life Post-Abortion Crisis Hotline 

Expansion, Nevada, IA 

$4,000 $0 

14 Good Samaritan Fund, Lutheran Senior Citi-

zens, Inc., Oklahoma City, OK 

$5,000 $5,000 

15 Family Promise of Lawton, OK $2,550 $2,550 

16 Outdoor Adult and Family Campfire Ring, Camp 

Lutherhoma, Tahlequah, OK 

$4,500 $4,500 

17 After School Tutoring and Outreach, Trinity Lu-

theran Church, McAlester, OK (*dis’d due to alt. 

funding) 

$3,000 $66.98* 

18 Summer Heights Day Camp, Immanuel Luther-

an Church, Oklahoma City, OK 

$2,100 $1,000 

 19 Bibles for Bethany, Lutheran Church of Our Sav-

ior, Oklahoma City, OK 

$500 $500 

20 Ends of the Earth Team Member Support, 

MOST Ministries, Ann Arbor, MI 

$4,950 $4,950 

  TOTAL $104,600 $77,900 



 

 

 

 
roclaim, declare, praise, and glorify God!  How are we to persevere 

in proclaiming God’s name when our world is troubled by political 
unrest, mass shootings, hunger and poverty? Even our own struggles 
and disappointments seem to stand in the way of joyful proclaiming. 
What are we to do in the face of this challenge? 
 
Come join your LWML sisters at the Oklahoma City Zone Fall Fest on 
Saturday, September 14, at Christ Lutheran Church, Mustang, be            
encouraged in sharing the goodness of God! This year’s Fall Fest 
theme is based on Deuteronomy 32:3 (CSB): For I will proclaim the 
LORD’s name.  Declare the greatness of our God! The Fall Fest will 
involve a mission presentation by Rev. Mark Wescoatt from               
Lutherhaven Retreat Center.  Gifts from the Heart will go to Evany Clinic Pregancy and 
Wellness in Mustang and the Mustang Treatment Center for teen boys and girls. Lunch is 
included in your registration of $10. Find the registration form on the LWML bulletin 
board. Registration is due by September 7.  
 
Can’t make it on September 14? Prayerfully consider attending any of the other 7 zone 
Fall Fests held throughout the Oklahoma District. Each has its own mission speaker and 
Gifts from the Heart recipients, but all will experience the same Bible study. See the            
complete list at oklwml.org (click on events) or in the fall issue of The Voice of Service. 
Come celebrate God’s wonderful works in our lives as we explore what it means to             
proclaim God’s name! Come and see what the Lord has done and be a part of what He is 
doing in Oklahoma!  
 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 
ave the Date! Coming soon to all priceless, valuable women (that’s you!):  Treasured, a 

bedazzling Women’s Retreat Getaway! This exciting event will be hosted by Oklahoma 
District LWML on October 18 & 19, 2019 at Camp Lutherhoma in Tahlequah. What could 
be more precious than diamonds? YOU!  
This Deb Burma Retreat is based on the Bible verse the Lord has chosen you to be a people 
for His treasured possession (Deuteronomy 14:2). We are the precious, treasured               
possession of our heavenly Father, who sought us and claimed us as His own in Christ! 
From coal to diamonds, we are continually being transformed in Christ, reflecting His   
glory and light to a dark world. The qualities of a diamond (cut, color, carat and clarity) 
describe how Christ takes us from rough and uncut to a gem who carries out His mission.   
Plan NOW to join us for a bedazzling Women’s Retreat Getaway.  We will walk in the 
light of God’s Word together, enjoy fabulous food and tasty treats, and lift our voices in 
praise, all as we share encouragement, fellowship, and fun in Christ, the light of the 
world! 
The schedule will be a relaxed one with time for personal reflection, crafts, prayer walk, 
games, enjoying the brand-new adult fire pit and you may even do some panning for 
gems!   
Questions? Contact Karen Karner at candkkarner@gmail.com for more information about 
this illuminating event!  
Mark your calendar now, invite your friends, and look for registration information on the 
Oklahoma District LWML Website. Register NOW for the choice of cabin!  



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

Inasmuch Project 
ST John’s Lutheran School 

 

For the months of August and September we will be collecting for our  
very own school! All of these items are required by DHS. 

Donation needs for Front Office: 
 8 ½ x 11 letter paper 
 8 ½ x 11 cardstock – white 
 Chalk markers 

 
 

Teacher/Extended Care needs: 
 Doll clothes 
 Building block cube set 
 Reading tent, pillows 
 Chart tablets 
 Left-handed scissors 
 Sand table 
 Water table 
 Outdoor toys 
 Legos 
 K’nex 
 Bristle blocks 
 Magnatiles 
 Erector sets 
 Trains 
 Chemistry sets 
 Simple machines 
 Action figures 
 Doll houses 
 Costumes, hats, wigs, etc 
 Multicolor Kids Artist Apron Set of 24 
 Roylco Straws and Connectors Building Kit 
 Incredible Value Dot Markers Class Pack 
 My First Daily Magnetic Calendar 
 10.5 inch by 68.5 inch mini roll up magnetic 

staff paper for white board 
 MG110b tripod boom microphone stand 
 13-guitar foot stool 

 Colored modeling clay 
 Human anatomy science kit 
 Chemistry set 
 Farm garden lab kit 
 Bio microscope slides 
 Bacteria culture kit 
 Dissection kit 
 STEAM student kit 
 Hot plate 



 

 

 

Everyone at St. John’s Lutheran School would 
like to say a huge THANK YOU to the wonderful 
congregation of St. John’s for the many donations 
we’ve received! We feel very blessed and honored 
to have your support. Our teachers were excited 
to pick through the donations for their classrooms 
and our children are certainly going to benefit 
from the educational toys, puzzles, and all of the 
art materials. As the year goes, we would love to 
share pictures, artwork, and stories from our stu-
dents with you to show you how your donations 
are being put to work.  
Please keep our faculty and students in your 
prayers as we will keep you in ours. And thank 
you again for making the start of this school year 
an exciting one! 
 

Best Regards, 
 

St. John’s School Faculty  



 

 

 

 WE ARE SETTLING IN FORT WAYNE  
So much has happened it feels like a whirlwind 

 
So much has happened in the last couple months. 
I will try to recap quickly. Bryan was accepted to 
Concordia Theological Seminary Fort Wayne 
(CTSFW) and enrolled in the Summer Greek class. 
We decide to buy a home we had visited back in 
March. We quit our steady jobs, packed up & left 
OKC, OK. Keah got accepted to CTSFW             
Deaconess program. We lived on a farm with the 
Selking Family. Bryan started his Summer Greek 
Intensive Classes. Keah got a job at Lutheran 
South Unity School as their Bookkeeper &               
Secretary.  Keah goes back to OK to load the               
moving truck with the help of our families and St. 
John’s Lutheran Church families. Our parents 
drive the truck to Fort Wayne for us. We buy a 
house, scrub the house and move  into the house. I 
want you to know that the Seminary move in committee unloaded our 26-foot moving 
truck in one hour… ONE HOUR! There are a couple rooms we still cannot get into they 
are stuffed so full! We are now trying to unpack between Greek and Work.  

 
We are also doing just a little bit of housework, 
we pulled up some carpets and have laid some 
vinyl. The children are still adjusting. Dalton 
asks if we can go home often, but his idea of 
home changes as often as he asks. Sometimes it 
is Oklahoma and sometimes it is the Selking’s 
farm. Rory loves making new friends and is              
excited to start Kindergarten this fall. The kids 
favorite time of the week is Gemütlichkeit, a             
fellowship time with Seminary families and staff 
in the commons. It is held every Friday evening. 
This has been a great way for us to meet fellow 
Seminary families in various years of Seminary! 



 

 

 

 THOUGHTS FROM A “GREEK WIDOW” 
Fort Wayne is so different 

Fort Wayne is so different from Oklahoma. From the way they plant their grass, their          
cement trucks look like they are driving backwards, to the amazingly cool summer                      
weather! It is all just so different, not bad just different from what I am accustomed to. I 
have really enjoyed the weather thus far. They had extreme heat warnings several days 
last week that were 96 but felt like 100. If only they knew what it was like in an Oklahoma 
Summer! It just makes me laugh and enjoy the weather here so much more. I am also        
having to learn things like driving in a new-to-me town where they like to end lanes   
without warning you to merge over! All I have to do is think about going somewhere and 
my google map says where to? I am taking joy in putting together our new home.  
 

We did purchase a home. The former owner Ms. Elaine’s late husband built the home and 
now it was time for her to downsize. She has a heart of gold and wanted to sell the home 
to a Seminary student family for 5 to 10,000 under the market value of the home. We      
visited her and saw the home back in March. It is beautiful and well built. We knew we 
could not afford it and told her thank you, but she should sell it to get what it is worth! 
She returned a message that she really wanted us to buy the home and make it our home. 
She said she fell in love with our children, which I raised my eyebrows at remembering 
back to that first visit when Dalton had a huge meltdown in her living room and all the 
way out the front door to the car, and Rory was asking for candy as we toured the home. 
Children just being children. Ms. Elaine wanted us to have the home so much she           
decreased the price another 10,000 for us. We looked into renting and other buying           
opportunities but the market in Fort 
Wayne is on fire, if you see something 
you like you better put in an offer or it 
will be gone next time you look at it! So, 
we decided to buy Elaine’s home. By 
this time the home’s value had raised 
even more, but she still gave it to us for 
the original price she had lowered it to!  
 
We have been in the home two weeks 
now, and I have the kitchen unpacked 
as well as the dining room complete! It 
is taking me awhile since I am a “Greek 
widow” right now. Because of the inten-
sity in the Greek course Bryan is away 
all day every day and studying when he 
is here. But we only have 2 more weeks  



 

 

 

 
of it! “Greek widow” is a tongue-and-cheek term we wives of the Greek students use 
when talking about ourselves because we never see our husbands while they are in their 
Summer Greek Intensive. I started working for Lutheran South Unity School in southern 
Fort Wayne. It is a K through 8 school. The school is attached to 4 specific Lutheran 
churches. There are 19 Lutheran schools and 30 Lutheran Missouri Synod Churches, just 
in Fort Wayne! A big change coming from Oklahoma where there is one church per 
town and only a few Lutheran schools in the state. The Seminary Wives Association 
(SWA) has met several times this Summer and has been a fun way to make new friends. 
We had a cookout, movie night and a “home sick” potluck where we made a family 
dish. I made the Myers famous hot dogs… only smoked instead of grilled. They were a 
hit! I think the next event is a paint and sip! So why not add one more thing to my list! I 
am enrolled in the Deaconess Program. I will start September (Fall Quarter) with 2     
classes. I am going to take the, normal 2-year course, at a slower rate. Working full time 
with a family and now some classes. We will see how it goes. CTSFW is broken into 
Quarters and there are two-week breaks between quarters. This is why our newsletter 
will be a quarterly.  

OUR HEARTS ARE SO FULL OF THANKSGIVING 
 

Our hearts are so full of thanksgiving! So many of you have helped us out so much to 
get us to where we are now. Our Parents and families who are always there to help in 
so many ways including visiting Fort Wayne! We have already had our parents here 
and my sister Shawna! They are the ones who drove the moving truck and trailer (yes 
we needed a trailer too). But then stayed to scrub and paint our new home! 
 

Our Church families in Oklahoma, St. John’s Lutheran Moore, where so many helped us 
load the moving truck and have been so supportive of us! But, also all our other Church 
families all over Oklahoma! Thank you all for your Love and Support!  

~Bryan & Keah 

Just Imagine: The game is almost over, bases are loaded, and you’re up 
next. The pressures on, but for you…this is what you live for. You’re calm, cool, and            
collected as you step up, and throw the dart that wins the game. This could be you                
because Dart-ball is set to begin September 9th. This is your opportunity to have fun 
and find friendship with members of St. John’s as well as other Lutheran Churches in 
our area. From more information on being part of   Dart-ball, please see Craig Rocky 
or Pastor Bersche. 
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